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Affordable  housing  for  the  Mission 
is  unlikely  in  the  next  few  years 

Of  $100  million  in  bond  money,  very  little  went  to  the  neighborhood 


by  M.  Toby  Levine 

There  is  little  hope  that  additional 
affordable  housing  will  be  built  in 
the  Mission  in  the  next  several 
years,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  in  1996  San 
Francisco  voters  approved  proposition  A, 
a  bond  fund  of  $100,000,000  for  afford¬ 
able  housing.  $85,000,000  was  allocated 
toward  the  development  of  rental  housing, 
and  another  $15,000,000  for  down  pay¬ 
ment  assistance  for  first-time  home  buy¬ 
ers. 

The  actual  Prop  A  program  has  now 
been  working  for  three  years  under  the 
direction  of  the  Mayor’s  Office  of 
Housing.  During  the  first  year  of  opera¬ 
tion  (1998-99)  the  funds,  though  worthily 
spent  in  many  needy  neighborhoods,  no 
developer  applied  for  funds  to  build  hous¬ 
ing  in  the  Missioa 

The  following  year  (1999-2000), 
Friendship  House,  a  Native  American 
organization  based  in  the  Mission, 
received  predevelopment  funds  for  an  80- 
bed  complex.  Eight  Mission  residents 
received  down-payment  assistance  as  first 
dine  home  buyers.  This  year  (2000-2001), 
one  neighborhood  family  received  down- 
payment  assistance  and  additional  funds 
were  made  available  to  Friendship  House. 
Obviously,  very  little  housing  has  been 
built  in  the  last  four  years.  Why? 


Two  nonprofit  developers  have  built 
the  bulk  of  the  housing  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood:  The  Housing  Development  and 
Neighborhood  Preservation  Corporadon 
HDNPC)  and  Mission  Housing  and 
Development  Corporation  (MHDC).  The 
Executive  Director  of  HDNPC,  A1 
Borvice,  feels  that  the  development  cli¬ 
mate  in  San  Francisco  has  become  too  dif¬ 
ficult  because  of  endless  bureaucratic  and 
polibcal  roadblocks.  Now,  it  can  take  any¬ 
where  from  4-10  years  to  bring  a  new  pro¬ 
ject  to  completioa  HDNPC  is  not  devel¬ 
oping  new  housing  in  the  Mission  at  this 
time  and  lias  not  done  so  since  the  opening 
of  101  Valencia  (109  homes  for  first-dme 
homeowners)  in  1997. 

MHDC,  meanwhile,  has  had  3  execu¬ 
tive  directors  in  the  last  five  years.  They 
are  currently  working  on  a  100  unit  family 
project  in  Mission  Bay  (their  largest  thus 
far),  as  well  as  trying  to  respond  to  the  dis¬ 
placement  crisis  in  the  Mission,  so  their 
energies  have  been  diverted.  Since  it  takes 
at  least  four  years  to  put  a  new  housing 
project  together,  and  since  the  only  project 
in  the  Mission  on  the  drawing  boards  is 
Friendship  House,  the  earliest  we  can 
expect  any  new  housing,  if  the  land  were 
bought  today,  would  be  2005  and  that 
would  be  with  a  very  dght  timetable. 

The  Private  Sector 

One  might  ask:  why  don’t  private  develop¬ 


ers  provide  affordable  housing?  Under  tit 
interim  zoning  controls  recently  passed  by 
the  board  of  supervisors,  private  develop¬ 
ers  who  build  in  the  Mission  are  required 
to  provide  25%  of  the  project  as  affordable 
housing.  Even  without  a  profit  many 
developers  are  convinced  25%  is  not 
doable,  for  the  subsidy  would  have  to 
come  from  tire  remaining  units  making 
them  prohibitively  expensive.  The  only 
possibility  would  be  a  public  subsidy  on  at 
least  10-15%  of  the  units.  Otherwise, 


A  group  of  community  activists  and 
healthcare  workers  is  taking  the 
City  of  San  Francisco  to  court  for 
what  they  maintain  are  hidden  and  illegal 
healthcare  cuts  in  the  City  budget  passed 
by  board  of  supervisors  last  month.  In  a 
lawsuit  filed  by  the  Emergency  Coalition 
to  Save  Public  Health,  the  Coalition  claims 
allocations  for  public  health  are  not  ade¬ 
quate  to  sustain  tire  current  level  of  care 
and  will  trigger  service  cuts  at  some  point 
in  the  year.  Tire  Coalition  argues  that  such 
cuts  will  be  made  administratively  and  not 
as  part  of  the  public  process  mandated  by 
state  law 

The  Emergency  Coalition,  allied  with 
the  People’s  Budget  Coalition  (an  organi- 


there  will  be  no  market  rate  housing  built 
in  the  Mission  (unless  the  project  is 
already  underway)  over  the  next  12-18 
months. 

To  understand  the  affordable  housing 
picture  in  the  Mission,  a  few  figures  are 
needed  In  the  2000  Census,  there  are 
60,202  Mission  residents.  The  city  plan¬ 
ning  department  estimates  that  40%  of  the 
San  Francisco  population  earns  less  than 


zation  concerned  with  public  health,  hous¬ 
ing  and  other  services)  wanted  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  to  veto  the  city  budget  for¬ 
warded  by  the  Mayor.  To  this  end,  on  July 
16  members  of  both  coalitions  packed  the 
Board  of  Supervisors’  chambers  to  protest 
the  contents  of  the  new  budget  then  up  for 
approval. 

There  were  13  arrests  that  day,  result¬ 
ing  in  growing  criticism  of  the  supervisors 
by  activists.  Spokespeople  stated  that  they 
felt  the  Board  was  betraying  both  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  elected  them  and  their  stated  pro¬ 
gressive  platform. 

The  arrestees  and  their  colleagues 
found  a  situation  reminiscent  of  policies 
and  attitudes  in  effect  before  the  last  elec¬ 
tion,  when  the  Planning  Commission  drew 
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Emergency  Coalition  sues  City  over 
hidden  healthcare  cuts  in  the  budget 

$30  Million  more  needed  to  maintain  current  level  of  service 
by  Joe  Donohoe 
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To  the  Egress 


First  Person 


My  name  is  Gilma  Cruz  and  I’m  in 
the  process  of  being  evicted 
from  my  home.  I  have  lived 
here  for  five  years,  in  this  house,  and  in  the 
City  since  1987.  I  work  at  the  Mission 
Neighborhood  Health  Center,  and  I’m 
working  with  children  with  asthma. 

I  used  to  work  at  La  Raza  Centro 
Legal.  It  was  then  I  realized  how  difficult 
it  was  for  people  to  find  housing  here.  I 
worked  with  families  living  in  basements, 
not  even  apartments.  In  some  places  the 
rooms  were  divided  by  cloths,  and  they 
were  being  rented  at  very  high  prices;  they 
were  illegal  units.  One  of  the  things  that  I 
did  at  La  Raza  was  bring  in  other  services 
like  Seasonal  Sharing.  They  pay  the  rent  of 
families  who  are  on  the  verge  of  becoming 
homeless. 

I  did  that  for  the  three  years  I  was 
there,  and  we  helped  many  families  with 
rental  assistance.  But  then,  I  never  knew 
that  I  was  going  to  be  in  the  same  situation. 
It  was  such  a  surprise. 

The  property  I  live  in  has  two  units. 
These  houses  have  been  always  been  occu¬ 
pied  by  friends,  people  who  have  been  in 
the  Salvadoran  movement,  people  who 
worked  in  an  organization  for  human 
rights  for  Salvadorians.  Everyone  who 
lived  in  the  house  knew  each  other, 
through  doing  political  work.  It  was  like  a 
big  family.  Then  people  started  to  move 
out:  some  people  moved  out  of  town,  some 
people  moved  out  of  the  country.  In  this 
last  year,  a  lot  of  people  have  moved  out 

There  have  been  changes  on  my 
block;  people  moving  out  and  younger, 
professional  people  moving  in.  The  only 
two  Latino  families  left  are  my  next-door 
neighbors  downstairs  and  us. 

Our  situation  started  a  year  ago  when 
we  asked  our  landlord  if  he  would  sell  his 
house  to  us,  and  he  said  no,  because  we 
could  not  afford  it.  Then,  six  months  ago, 
he  started  to  say,  “You  know,  in  about  two 
months  I’m  going  to  try  to  move  back  into 
the  apartment.”  But  then  he  didn’t  do  any¬ 
thing.  He  would  come  to  our  house  every¬ 
day  and  ask,  “Have  you  found  some¬ 
thing?”  Two  months  ago  he  wrote  us  a  let¬ 
ter  telling  us  to  move. 

I  don’t  know  if  he  understood  the 
legal  process,  or  if  he  didn’t  want  to  do  it 
legally,  because  he’s  not  going  to  move  in 
here.  It  has  been  very  stressful,  these  cou¬ 
ple  of  months,  because  he  comes  every 
day.  He’s  older  and  we  respect  him  a  lot, 
and  he’s  been  fixing  the  downstairs  part 
because  the  foundation  was  falling  apart 

We  always  reassured  him  that  yes,  this 
is  his  property,  but  for  years,  we’ve  been 
fixing  and  taking  care  of  his  house.  The 
conditions  are  very  bad.  We  have  made 
many  repairs.  I  used  to  keep  a  garden. 
Now  he’s  tom  all  the  plants  out  When  we 
fixed  the  house,  we  did  charge  him,  we 
took  it  out  of  the  rent,  but  we  never 
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charged  him  for  the  labor. 

He  said  he  wants  to  move  in  because 
his  current  rental  residence  is  increasing  in 
rent,  and  he  needs  a  new  location  to  live. 
His  landlord  wants  to  increase  his  rent 
from  $1300  to  $1600,  effective  June  1st. 
So  it’s  like  we’re  all  in  the  same  boat!  You 
should  interview  him,  too!  I  told  him  we’ll 
move  if  he  gives  us  what  we  have  the  right 
to,  $5,000  or  more.  I  feel  bad  because,  like 
I  say,  we  had  a  very  good  relationship  with 
liim  all  this  time.  He  says  that  he  never 
raised  our  rent,  and  that’s  hue. 

We’ve  been  looking  in  Craigslist  for  a 
new  apartment  The  rents  are  $2,500,  and 
that’s  if  you  want  a  living  room  and  two 
rooms.  Most  families,  myself  included, 
cannot  afford  that.  Here  we  pay,  and  we 
have  paid  for  a  long  time,  $850.  We 
offered  him  $300  more,  or  $500  more,  and 
he  said  no. 


Gilma  Cruz  with  her  daughter  Ingrid  Photo  by  Gary  Stenger 


So  the  landlord  only  did  the  legal 
move-out  payments  for  my  uncle  Walter, 
my  daughter,  and  myself,  but  not  for  my 
husband  He  has  been  living  here  for  more 


than  two  years.  There  are  four  of  us.  My 
uncle  has  found  a  place,  so  the  family  is 
separating.  It’s  a  loss,  and  it’s  a  grieving 
process  that  we  have  to  go  through. 
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Affordable  housing  Continued  from  page  1 


80%  of  the  median  income  ($48,000)  and 
would  therefore  need  some  form  of  hous¬ 
ing  assistance  in  order  to  avoid  paying 
more  than  1/3  of  their  income  for  housing, 
(the  federal  government’s  measure  of 
affordability).  A  Mission  family  earns  on 
average  10%  less  than  the  city  median. 
So,  somewhere  between  50%  and  60%  of 
the  Mission  households  would  need  hous¬ 
ing  assistance.  (In  the  1990  census,  a 
household  was  2.7  persons.) 

The  latest  figures  from  the  planning 
department  indicate  that  there  are  approxi¬ 
mately  21,610  housing  units  (6,500  of 
which  are  owner  occupied)  in  the  Mission 
and  338,015  units  in  San  Francisco. 
According  to  the  tax  collector’s  office 
45%  of  those  units  are  under  the  San 
Francisco  Rent  Control  Ordinance. 
Applying  the  same  percentage  to  the 

Mission,  there  are  at  least  9,725  rent  con¬ 
trolled  units  in  the  neighborhood. 

These  units  offer  a  degree  of  afford¬ 
ability  and/or  stability  for  neighborhood 
residents.  In  addition,  there  are  at  least 
2,327  units  of  subsidized  housing  in  the 
Mission  funded  by  a  variety  of  sources 
including  the  mayor’s  office  of  housing, 
the  San  Francisco  Housing  Authority  and 
the  redevelopment  agency. 

This  means  that  approximately  60% 
or  12,051  of  the  units  of  housing  in  the 
neighborhood  have  some  degree  of  afford¬ 
ability.  If,  in  the  Mission,  we  were  able  to 
create  another  1,036  affordable  units 
(some  combination  of  new  rental  housing 
and  home  ownership  opportunities),  the 
neighborhood  would  be  in  a  good  position 
to  weather  future  speculative  storms. 

An  innovative  beginning 

In  the  past,  the  Mission  has  been  fortunate 
to  have  a  creative  and  forward  thinking 
group  of  residents  who  have  worked  inten¬ 
sively  over  the  years  to  create  a  multitude 
of  housing  opportunities  for  a  variety  of 
folk  in  this  neighborhood.  Beginning  with 
the  founding  of  the  Mission  Housing  and 
Development  Corporation  (MHDC)  in 
1971  and  followed  by  the  foundation  of 
the  Housing  Development  and 
Neighborhood  Preservation  Corporation 
(HDNPC)  in  1979,  a  remarkable  effort  has 
been  made  to  address  neighborhood  hous¬ 
ing  needs,  because  of  this  the  Mission  is 
known  for  its  innovation  in  housing  devel¬ 
opment. 
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A  limited  number  of  subsidized  home 
ownership  opportunities  have  been  made 
available  over  the  years... but  not  many. 
The  largest  home  ownership  project  has 
been  HDNPC’s  101  Valencia  with  109 
units;  Habitat  for  Humanity  with  4  units; 
and  a  few  Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation  units  built  in  its  early  years. 
There  are  a  limited  number  of  inclusionary 
units,  which  provide  moderate-income 
homeownership  opportunities  within  larg¬ 
er  condominiums.  There  have  been  21 
such  units  created  in  the  last  few  years. 

Air  rights 

Finding  reasonably  priced  land  for  new 
housing  has  always  been  a  challenge  in 
San  Francisco  due  to  the  land’s  cost  and 
scarcity.  HDNPC  in  the  late  70’s  began 
looking  for  “air  rights”  opportunities  and 
found  one  over  the  Mission/Bartlett 
Garage  at  21st  and  Bartlett  (which  at  that 
time  had  become  a  center  for  drug  dealing 
in  the  Mission  and  a  constant  source  of 
complaints  from  the  neighbors  and  mer¬ 
chants).  After  endless  negotiations  with 
the  Department  of  Parking  and  Traffic,  and 
cobbling  together  funding  from  a  variety 
of  sources,  Casa  de  la  Raza,  51  units  of 
family  housing  with  a  childcare  center, 
was  opened  to  its  residents  in  1985. 

Following  that  idea,  MHDC  built  an 
“air  rights”  project,  Dunleavy  Plaza,  over 
the  Hoff  and  16th  Street  garage.  This 
development  contains  49  units  of  housing 
for  very  low  and  low  income  persons,  and 
each  unit  contains  one  or  two  bedrooms, 
so  it  is  ideal  for  smaller  working  families 
who  need  good  transportation  to  job  sites 
downtown  or  elsewhere.  The  important 
point  is  that  there  are  still  “air  rights”  pos¬ 
sibilities  throughout  the  Mission  and  these 
could  be  developed. 

The  tough  part,  though,  is  that  from 
the  moment  of  the  IDEA  until  tire  project 
is  opened,  a  non-profit  developer  can 
expect  to  spend  a  minimum  of  four  years 
and  up  to  ten  years  to  bring  the  project  on 

line.  This  is  too  long! 

A  holistic  approach  to  human  needs, 
rather  than  simply  providing  low-cost 
housing,  will  be  found  in  many  of  the 
affordable  housing  developments.  This 
may  include,  depending  on  the  particular 
need,  child  care  facilities,  tutorial  services, 
employment  services,  immigrant 
resources,  health  promotion,  or  disabled 
services,  to  mention  a  few. 

As  a  part  of  this  approach,  MHDC  has 
made  an  effort  to  reach  the  lowest  income 
folk  and  those  in  greatest  need.  This  is  the 
reason  that  they,  as  well  as  HDNPC,  have 
bought  several  run-down  single  room 
occupancy  hotels  (SROs)  to  serve  persons 
recovering  from  health  problems  and 
homelessness  and  now  have  226  hotel 
units  that  may  tie  the  first  stable  home 
some  folks  have  experienced. 
Additionally,  the  nonprofit  Tenderloin 
Housing  Clinic  has  leased  the  240-unit 
Mission  hotel  at  16th  and  South  Van  Ness. 

Building  affordable  housing  is  a 
hands-on,  labor-intensive  task.  It  takes 
time,  patience,  energy,  stamina,  focus, 
good  negotiating  skills  and  lots  of  money. 
Impediments,  excessive  bureaucracy, 
neighborhood  nimbyism  or  lack  of  support 
for  affordable  housing,  and  turf  warfare 
among  housing  groups  all  get  in  the  way  of 
building  those  needed  units. 

City  government,  housing  organiza¬ 
tions  and  neighborhood  leaders,  the  plan¬ 
ning  department,  and  the  residents  who 
need  housing  or  who  are  facing  eviction, 
all  know  that  the  housing  system  must 
change  in  order  to  become  more  produc¬ 
tive.  How  can  we  become  instruments  of 
change? 
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U©west  prices  in  town  f©r  Internet  Access'. 

Many  computers  available! 


Open  7am  to  9pm,  7  days  a  week,  365  days  a  year! 


Plus  don 't  miss  our 
custom  blend  coffee! 


920  Valencia  @20 u>*  824-4371 
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Featuring  regional  italian  cuisine 
and  down  home  comfort  food 
served  with  equal  flair. 


thursday  -  Saturday  Sunday  -  tuesday 
6pm-2am  6pm-12am 

18  Virginia  st.  at  mission,  now  serving  weekend  brunch 

206  -  2086 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  Street  285-9900 

Open  Monday  -  Saturday  9-5 

Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  Rengstorff,  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H. 
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The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 

specializing  in  high  quality  organic  &  wiUcrafied  bulk  herbs 

♦  We  CARRY  A  FULL  LINE  ♦  VlTAMIN  SUPPLEMENTS 

♦  Books  • 

♦  Flower  Essences 

♦  Body- Care  Products 


OF  TINCTURES 

♦  Homeopathic 
REMEDIES 

♦  Aromatherapy 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


1173  Valencia  near  23rd 


(415)  811-0997 


A  Women  Oumed  Husinrfs 


Continued  from  page  1 


Healthcare  cuts 

fire  for  their  handling  of  protesters  and  dis¬ 
senters  during  tire  fevered  height  of  the 
dot-com  real  estate  boom.  Now,  however, 
the  issue  is  not  living  space  but  well-being. 

Nora  Roman,  a  resident  nurse  at  the 
Woman’s  Health  Center  at  SF  General, 
was  an  angry  Emergency  Coalition  mem¬ 
ber.  Roman  said  that  the  Board  was  “only 
too  eager  to  accommodate  52  corporations 
who  demanded  money  back  from  the  city 
for  what  they  claimed  were  illegally  exces¬ 
sive  taxes  and  didn’t  care  when  it  was  the 
poor  and  disadvantaged  wanting  an  equi¬ 
table  balancing  of  the  books.” 

According  to  the  Coalition,  only  $10 
million  of  the  Mayor’s  $77  million 
increase  in  the  public  health  budget  would 
go  to  the  maintenance  of  existing  services, 
while  the  rest  would  be  funneled  into 
developing  new  services,  building  struc¬ 
tures  and  capital  purchases.  This,  the 
Coalition  believes,  would  short  existing 
services  by  $30  million. 

Despite  the  lawsuit  and  growing  anxi¬ 
ety  over  the  quality  of  health  care  provid¬ 
ed  at  SF  General,  Laguna  Honda  and 
numerous  city  clinics,  the  Board  passed 
the  2001-02  budget  on  July  23  rd  without  a 
contest  On  that  day  there  were  so  many 
sheriff’s  deputies  present  that  it  was  diffi¬ 
cult  to  read  the  captions  for  the  deaf  on  the 
video  monitors,  since  the  deputies  kept  on 
crowding  in  front  of  the  screens.  In  fact, 
there  almost  seemed  to  be  as  many 
deputies  as  there  were  People’s  Budget 
and  Emergency  Coalition  people. 

This  should  shake  things  up” 

Board  of  Supervisors  President  Tom 
Ammiano  defended  tire  Supervisors’  deci¬ 
sion.  “I  think  it’s  good  that  the  Coalition  is 
suing  the  City,  that  they  are  suing  us.  This 
should  shake  things  up,  but  I  think  we 
would  have  been  throwing  the  baby  out 
with  the  bath  water  if  we  were  to  have 
vetoed  the  budget.”  Ammiano  went  on  to 
list  what  he  and  the  Board  intend  to  do  to 
streamline  and  improve  public  health. 
These  ideas  consist  of,  but  are  not  limited 
to,  creating  oversight  committees,  creating 
a  better  system  of  bookkeeping,  decentral¬ 
izing  public  health  and  giving  each  neigh¬ 
borhood  more  control  over  public  health 

The  grounds  of  the  suit  have  their 
genesis  in  the  appalling  state  of  care  at  SF 
General,  Laguna  Honda  and  the  city’s 
many  clinics.  The  main  complaints  by 
healthcare  workers,  from  doctors  to  cleri¬ 
cal  staff,  are  understaffing,  lack  of  mainte¬ 
nance  and  lack  of  resources  for  existing 
services.  “You  have  a  50  percent  diversion 
rate  [to  other  hospitals]  for  ambulatory 
emergency  care  at  SF  General,”  said  Lynn 
Carman,  attorney  for  the  Emergency 
Coalition.  “That  means  that  for  365  hours 
out  of  the  700  hour  month,  you  can  be 
turned  away  from  the  emergency  room  at 
SF  General.  You  better  not  get  run  over  by 
a  bus  or  the  chances  are  pretty  good  you 
won’t  get  any  help” 

Attrition  of  resources 

San  Francisco’s  public  health  system  has 
suffered  a  steady  attrition  of  resources  and 
services  over  the  last  several  years.  In 
1999  the  Department  of  Public  Health 
closed  one  of  two  outpatient  pharmacies 
which  serve  the  poor,  and  reduced  the 
operational  hours  of  the  remaining  phar¬ 
macy.  In  the  summer  of  2000,  staffing  for 
20  medical  surgical  beds  were  eliminated. 
This  eliminated  10  percent  of  SF  General’s 
staffed  medical  beds.  Also  in  2000,  hiring 
freeze  policies  kept  362  medical  staff  posi¬ 
tions  unfilled  at  Laguna  Honda  and  SF 
General  in  order  to  economize  on  payroll. 

The  Director  Public  Health,  Dr.  Mitch 
Katz,  has  stated  that  $40  million  would  be 
needed  to  maintain  current  levels  of  ser¬ 
vice.  Since  the  Emergency  Coalition 


claims  only  $10  million  is  being  used  for 
this  purpose  out  of  the  $77  million 
increase  there  is  a  $30  million  shortfall. 
This  money  needs  to  be  taken  from  else¬ 
where  in  the  City  budget  or  else  the  budget 
is  illegal,  because  healthcare  service  cuts 
will  have  to  made  and  the  public  has  not 
been  informed  of  what  services  would  be 
cut. 

According  to  California  Health  and 
Safety  Code  section  1442.5,  any  elimina¬ 
tion  of  public  health  services  must  be  post¬ 
ed  for  two  weeks  outside  of  public  health 
centers  and  then  arbitrated  in  public  hear¬ 
ings,  before  being  ratified  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors.  The  city,  say  the  lawyers,  has 
not  followed  this  procedure.  This  argu¬ 
ment  is  the  grounds  of  the  suit.  Deputy 
City  Attorney  Nathan  Ballard  told  the  New 
Mission  News  that  the  Coalition’s  suit  was 
“not  supported  by  the  law  or  the  facts.” 

Behind  all  the  rhetoric  are  frustrated 
healthcare  workers,  frustrated  patients  and 
a  frustrated  public.  “The  most  critical  issue 
is  staffing,”  said  Peter  Straus,  a  Recreation 
Therapist  at  the  Mental  Health 
Rehabilitation  Facility  located  at  the  SF 
General  Campus.  Straus  also  said  the 
city’s  clinics,  in  the  Mission  and  else¬ 
where,  desperately  need  repairs  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  both  equipment  and  buildings. 
Healthcare  is  a  national,  not  merely  a 
municipal,  crisis. 

Priority  battle 

In  San  Francisco,  where  public  healthcare 
workers  are  terribly  overworked  and  dis¬ 
gustingly  underpaid,  the  main  issue  seems 
to  be  one  of  priority.  Nora  Roman  indicat¬ 
ed  that  $7  million  of  the  current  budget 
was  going  to  be  put  into  insurance  under 
the  auspices  of  the  SF  Health  Plan.  “That’s 
public  money  being  spent  on  the  private 
sector.  People  need  health  care,  not  insur¬ 
ance.” 

Supervisor  Ammiano  again  partially 
agreed,  while  defending  the  budget  as  it  is. 
“There  is  a  danger  of  privatization  and  the 
board  is  in  cement  against  privatization, 
but  there  has  always  been  subcontracting 
to  private  non-profits;  it’s  impossible  to 
avoid.  I  think  the  Coalition  is  right  in  try¬ 
ing  to  keep  the  City  from  going  too  far  in 
that  direction,  however.”  Ammiano  men¬ 
tioned  that  the  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
been  fighting  to  keep  the  dialysis  center 
public,  since  the  private  sector  would  be 
able  to  decide  not  to  provide  service  to 
non-citizens,  for  instance. 

The  main  disagreement  between 
politicians  and  healthcare  wotkers  seems 
to  be  whether  or  not  it  is  worthwhile  to 
invest  public  monies  in  new  technologies 
and  services  when  the  City  is  barely  able 
to  maintain  what  it  already  has.  The  Board 
of  Supervisors  argues  that  stricter  book¬ 
keeping  is  needed,  while  the  Coalition’s 
spokespeople  believe  that  lower  income 
residents  of  San  Francisco  are  being  given 
short  shrift 

Of  the  180,000  uninsured  people  in 
San  Francisco  who  use  SF  General  and 
other  public  health  care  providers,  75  per 
cent  are  employed  and  yet  their  health  care 
comes  less  frequently  and  at  a  higher 
price.  This  is  a  crisis,  and  it  is  up  to  the 
elected  representatives  of  the  City  to  tiy 
and  work  with  those  who  are  agitating  for 
a  solutioa 
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The  Daly 
Report 


Supervisor  Chris  Daly 


Now  Tom  said,  “Mom,  wherever  there ’s  a 
cop  beatin  ’  a  guy 

Wherever  a  newborn  baby  cries 

Where  there 's  a  fight  ‘gainst  the  blood  and 
hatred  in  the  air 

Look  for  me  Mom,  I'll  be  there 

Wherever  there ’s  somebody  fightin '  for  a 
place  to  stand 


won’t  give  you  the  perspective  of  the  poor 
and  the  oppressed  in  the  pages  of  the  SF 
Chronicle  or  on  the  nightly  news.  For  that, 
you  have  to  visit  our  library  and  check  out 
a  book. 

It  is  with  this  perspective  that  I  oppose 
the  placement  of  statues  commemorating 
King  Carlos  III  and  Juan  Bautista  de  Anza 
on  Dolores  Street. 


Native  American  Health  Center  has 


Or  decent  job  or  a  helpin  ’  hand 
Wherever  somebody's  strugglin '  to  be  free 
Look  in  their  eyes  Mom  you  ’ll  see  me.  ” 

-  Bruce  Springsteen 

The  story  is  now  woven  into  the  quilt 
of  American  culture  and  history: 
everyday  people  struggling  for  their 
dignity  and  basic  survival  in  the  face  of 
social  and  economic  hardship.  In  telling 
the  story  of  the  loads’  migration  from 
Oklahoma  to  California  during  the  Great 
Depression,  John  Steinbeck  makes  the 
ultimate  social  critique,  highlighting  the 
contradictions  between  the  haves  and 
have-nots  from  the  perspective  of  poor 
people.  It  is  in  this  light,  the  powerless 
versus  the  all  powerful,  that  Tom  Joad 
fights  back  with  righteous  indignation. 

Over  50  years  later,  Bruce 
Springsteen  released  the  Ghost  of  Tom 
Joad.  a  chronicle  of  Tom  Joad  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  day.  And  guess  what?  Tom  still  feels 
the  injustice...  hunger,  homelessness, 
police  brutality,  incarceration  rates, 
racism,  immigrant  bashing... 

There  is  a  beauty  in  the  American 
classics,  a  beauty  of  humanity  that  exists 
in  stark  contrast  to  the  history  as  written  by 
the  victors.  The  United  States  currently 
has  the  greatest  disparity  in  wealth  and 
income.  The  rich  are  getting  richer  while 
the  poor  are  still  with  us.  Yet  the  powerful 
will  never  emphasize  this  truth,  and  they 


Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  of  South 
Africa  spoke  these  painful  words  about  the 
history  of  Africa  “They  came.  They  had 
the  Bible  and  we  had  the  land.  Arc!  they 
said,  “Close  your  eyes  and  pray.”  And 
when  we  opened  our  eyes,  they  had  the 
land  and  we  had  the  Bible.”  These  words 
also  ring  true  for  the  people  who  were  col¬ 
onized  by  the  Spanish  military  general  and 
political  governor  of  New  Mexico,  Juan 
Bautista  de  Anza  —  with  royal  decree  and 
financing  from  Carlos  HI,  King  of  Spain.. 

There  are  those  that  believe  that  these 
statues,  as  part  of  our  City’s  history,  should 
be  prominently  displayed.  They  say  that 
opposing  the  placement  of  these  statues  is 
a  revision  of  history.  However,  marry  of 
these  people  are  denying  that,  by  and 
large,  history  has  been  written  by  the  kings 
and  generals,  the  presidents  and  execu¬ 
tives.  Millions  of  everyday  people  didn’t 
make  it  into  the  history  books. 
Commemorating  historical  figures  with 
blood  on  their  hands,  while  not  even  men¬ 
tioning  so  many  others,  especially  the  vic¬ 
tims,  only  makes  sense  if  you  believe  to 
the  victor  go  the  spoils. 

But  many  of  us  in  San  Francisco  do 
not  subscribe  to  this  dominant  ideology. 
Rather,  we  include  in  our  worldview  the 
perspective  of  the  indigenous,  the  poor, 
and  the  oppressed,  and  it  isn’t  a  pretty 
sight.  We  may  ask  the  same  question  that 
democratically  elected  Chief  Nicaragua 
asked  the  Spanish  Conquistadors  in  1523, 
“And  your  King,  who  elected  him?” 
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a  new  home  on  Capp  Street 


Last  year,  many  non-profit  service 
agencies  were  threatened  by  astro¬ 
nomically  high  rents.  Most  survived 
the  crisis,  and  at  least  one  thrived.  On  July 
14,  the  Native  American  Health  Center, 
with  dancers,  drummers  and  food,  cele¬ 
brated  the  opening  of  their  new  10,000 
square  foot  facility  at  160  Capp  Street.  The 
move  was  not  prompted  by  an  eviction, 
but  by  the  expansion  of  operations  of 
another  non-profit.  The  Friendship  House 
of  American  Indians  is  building  affordable 


housing  at  the  Julian  Avenue  site  vacated 
by  the  Health  Center. 

The  new  facility  on  Capp  street  means 
this  neighborhood  institution  will  continue 
to  provide  primary  medical  care,  compre¬ 
hensive  dental  care.  Women,  Infant  and 
Children  (WIC)  Program  services  and 
individual  counseling  in  more  spacious 
and  better  equipped  surroundings.  The 
Health  Center  has  served  both  the  unin¬ 
sured  and  underinsured  of  the  Mission 
District  for  29  years 


Mission  Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts  presents 

Flamenco  de  la  balria 

An  Unforgettable  Evening  of  Elamenco  Music  6  Dance 


2868  Mission  St.  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
24th  St.  BART  Station  /  MUNI  1 4,  49,  67 
TEL.  (415)  821-1  155  •  MissionCulturalCenter.org 


Singers:  "El  Moreno" 


Dancers:  Carola  Zertuche, 
Melissa  Cruz  and  La  Cristina 

Guitarrists:  Roberto  "El  Roby" 
Aguilar  &  Ricardo  Diaz 


Friday  -  August  17,  2001 
7:00PM 
MCCLA  Theatre 

Tickets  on  Sale 
$  1 5,  $  1  3  students  // < 
&  seniors 

At  MCCLA  Ticket  Booth 
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modern  times  bookstore 

A  progressive  resource  for  the  Bay  Area  - 
A  neighborhood  bookstore  for  the  Mission 


August  Events: 

8/13  &  8/27  Doug 
Dowd’s  Course 
on  Economics 

8/30  Jose  Angel 
Gutierrez 
They  Call  Me  ‘King 
Tiger  My  Struggle 
for  the  Land  and 
Our  Rights 


Our  regular  events 
schedule  will 
resume  in 
September. 

Don’t  miss 
Annie  Sprinkle, 
Cheri  Register, 
Justin  Chin,  and 
Bill  Ayers.  Plus, 
CALYX  Press 
turns  25! 


888  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco 
415/282-9246,  www.moderntimesbookstore.com 


niman  ranch  beef  burgers,  rocky  free  range  chicken, 
hot  dogs,  freshly  cut  french  fries  and  milkshakes 


A  Swank  Neighborhood  Bar 
in  the  Heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
New  Bohemia 


540  Valencia  Street  (Between  16th  &  17th) 

Open  2  to  2  •  Seven  Days  a  Week . 864-24  1  9 


Talking  law  and  order 

Monthly  forum  is  a  chance  to  be  heard  on  the  crime  problem 


By  Josie  Mattson 

Being  in  a  room  filled  to  the  brim 
with  police  officers  means  differ¬ 
ent  tilings  to  different  people.  Lots 
of  people  don’t  like  cops.  Whether  it’s 
because  they  are  criminals,  teenagers,  or 
someone  with  a  legitimate  beef  against 
them,  this  is  true.  There  are  people,  on  the 
other  hand,  who  like  cops.  They  admire 
them,  feel  safe  around  them,  and  appreci¬ 
ate  the  service  they  provide  to  the  commu¬ 
nity.  Regardless  of  how  you  feel  about  the 
police,  talking  to  them  as  equals  is  not 
always  possible. 

However,  the  Mission  Police  Station 
holds  an  open  meeting  each  month,  pro¬ 
viding  an  opportunity  to  do  just  that.  These 
meetings,  held  at  630  Valencia  Street, 
serve  as  a  neighborhood  crime  briefing,  as 
safety  education,  and  as  an  open  forum  to 
discuss  issues  in  the  neighborhood  directly 
with  police  officers. 

As  a  new  Mission  District  resident,  I 
attended  the  last  meeting  on  June  26th, 
with  the  specified  topic  of  “neighborhood 
safety,”  to  see  what  I  could  learn  about  my 
new  neighborhood.  I  already  knew  a  few 
basic  facts  about  my  neighborhood,  which 
gave  me  some  expectations  of  what  kinds 
of  issues  the  community  might  present  to 
the  police.  One:  the  Mission  District  is 
nearly  50  %  Latino.  Two:  the  Mission 
District  is  has  many  inner-city  issues,  from 
rent  hikes  to  gentrification  to  some  of  the 
more  concentrated  violent  crime  in  the 
city.  Three:  the  Mission  District  has  a 
strong  sense  of  community  founded  on  the 
diverse  cultures  and  histories  that  com¬ 
prise  it.  What  struck  me  at  this  meeting 
was  that,  first  of  all,  the  people  in  atten¬ 
dance  were  not  representative  of  the 
Mission  District’s  demographic.  Of  the 
thirty-four  people  there,  four  were  non¬ 
whites.  That  said,  I  also  felt  that  there  were 
large  portions  of  the  community  not  pre¬ 
sent,  such  as  organizations  like  Calles, 
which  I  imagine  could  benefit  from  an 
opportunity  to  exchange  ideas  with  the 
police  and  neighborhood  residents. 

My  reaction  was,  “Where  is  every¬ 
body?”  Other  public  meetings  I’ve  attend¬ 
ed  in  the  Mission  left  me  with  a  distinct 
impression  of  a  diverse  community,  brim¬ 
ming  with  organizations  working  together 
to  improve  the  quality  of  life.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  at  a  budget  discussion  meeting  held 
two  months  ago  at  Moscone  School, 
numerous  groups  with  numerous  agendas 
paused  to  listen  to  the  family  member  of  a 
drive-by  shooting  victim. 

When  he  turned  to  the  crowd  and 
apologized  for  taking  time  from  the  meet¬ 
ing,  he  was  quickly  met  with  calls  of,  “take 
my  time!“  That  kind  of  community  cohe¬ 
sion  against  crime  was  lacking  at  this 
police  meeting.  Instead,  I  sensed  an  “us 
vs.  them”  attitude  in  the  comments  that 
were  made. 

During  the  open  fomm  part  of  the 
meeting,  people  in  the  audience  have  the 
opportunity  to  speak  up  about  anything 
they  think  needs  attention  from  the  police. 
Among  the  things  these  Mission  residents 
brought  up  were:  the  prevalence  of  drunks 
and  transients  on  the  streets,  drug  dealing 
and  stolen  goods  trafficking,  loitering  and 
suspicious  activities  in  certain  areas  by 
people  assumed  to  be  gang  members,  and 
the  presence  of  day-laborers  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhoods  surrounding  Cesar  Chavez 
Street.  Three  successive  comments  were 
made  concerning  the  day -laborers,  the  Day 
Labor  Program,  and  its  director,  Renee 
Saucedo. 


One  resident  was  clearly  upset  by 
their  presence  on  the  streets  near  her  home 
and  by  the  efforts  of  the  Program  to  defend 
their  rights  to  be  there.  She  said,  “We’re 
tired  of  these  people  hanging  around.” 
Another  woman  commented  that  Renee 
Saucedo  specifically  does  not  take  the  res¬ 
idents’  concerns  into  consideration. 
Mission  Station  Captain  Ron  Roth,  while 
being  sympathetic  to  their  complaints,  told 
them“We  can’t  just  put  them  all  in  a  paddy 
wagon,”  he  remarked,  “There  are  constitu¬ 
tional  rights  involved.” 

There  were  no  representatives  from 
the  Day  Labor  Program  or  the  day-  labor¬ 
ers  to  respond  to  these  comments. 
Especially  at  a  time  when  the  issue  of  the 
day -laborers  is  the  cause  of  a  hot  dispute,  I 
found  it  distressing  that  no  one  was  there 
to  give  the  day-laborers’  side  of  the  story. 
I  was  left  with  the  impression  that  many 
representatives  of  the  Mission  community 
were  not  present  here.  The  issues  raised 
were  good  ones,  and  the  meeting  is  a  great 
opportunity  for  the  needs  of  the  district  to 
be  communicated  to  its  law  enforcers,  but 
without  the  other  half  of  the  story,  the 
issues  don’t  have  a  chance  of  being  solved. 
Whether  it  is  because  many  community 
organizations  are  unaware  of  the  meetings, 
or  have  chosen  not  to  participate,  and  the 
meeting  only  serves  a  small  segment  of  the 
neighborhood..  In  order  for  them  to  serve 
their  function,  more  people  need  to  attend. 

These  meetings  do  serve  to  inform 
those  who  attend  about  crimeand  what  the 
police  are  doing.  For  example.  Captain 
Roth,  gave  a  summary  of  the  previous 
month’s  more  violent  crimes.  From  May 
31st  to  June  15th,  there  were  three  homi¬ 
cides  in  the  Mission  district.  Two  of  them 
are  situations  in  which  the  police  have 
leads;  the  other  is  a  “complete  whodun¬ 
nit,”  as  the  Captain  said.  This  was  a  stab¬ 
bing  in  which  the  victim  had  no  criminal 
record,  at  25th  and  Capp,  an  area  that  has 
since  seen  an  increased  police  presence. 

Captain  Roth  gave  a  pitch  for  the 
Clean  Team,  the  summer  job  program  that 
the  police  station  offers  to  kids.  Kids  from 
the  community  are  hired  to  work  five  days 
a  week,  from  3-7pm,  cleaning  any  street  in 
the  district  that  needs  it.  If  you  know  of  a 
street  that  needs  cleaning,  call  558-5461, 
and  the  police  will  send  a  Clean  Team. 

Then  there  were  also  presentations  by 
members  of  nonprofit  organizations.  Irina 
Chatsova  of  SF  S.A.F.E.,  who  demonstrat¬ 
ed  the  basics  of  safety  awareness,  gave  the 
main  presentation  for  this  meeting.  The 
audience  was  receptive,  and  people  dis¬ 
cussed  tire  various  ways  to  deal  with  the 
dangers  inherent  in  urban  living. 

Becky  Jenkins,  a  representative  of  SF 
Community  Boards,  spoke  about  her 
group,  which  for  25  years  has  helped 
mediate  neighborhood  disputes  in  San 
Francisco.  The  group  just  moved  to  a  new 
location  at  24th  and  Folsom. 

Community  meetings  with  the  police 
of  the  district  are  an  opportunity  for  resi¬ 
dents  and  business  owners  to  directly  par¬ 
ticipate  in  law  enforcement 


The  Mission  Stagtion  police  Community 
Relations  Meetings  are  held  monthly  and 
are  open  to  any  Mission  District  resident. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  on  August  28  at 
6: 00pm.  at  the  Missin  Police  Station  at 
1 7th  and  Valencia 


New  Mission  News 


AUGUST  2001  9 


Robbery  on  Mission  Street 

Mission  and  Russia  Street,  July  6,  3  A.M. 

A  young  man  was  the  victim  of  a  vicious 
gang-related  assault  at  this  time  and  loca¬ 
tion.  AxS  he  stepped  off  a  bus  in  the  area,  a 
suspect  approached  him  and  asked  him 
what  gang  he  was  with.  The  victim  s^id 
that  he  did  not  belong  to  a  gang  and,  at  this 
time,  the  suspect  struck  the  man  several 
times  in  the  face  with  a  closed  fist.  A  sec¬ 
ond  suspect  intervened  and  stabbed  the 
man  in  the  arm  twice  with  an  ice  pick.  This 
incident  will  get  the  attention  it  deserve4s 
through  the  Gang  Task  Force  and  local 
police  jurisdiction.  There  is  no  place  in  the 
city  for  this  type  of  activity  and  steps  will 
be  taken  to  bring  it  to  an  abrupt  halt 


Stabbing  on  24th  Street 

24th  and  Folsom  Street,  July  7,  1  A.M. 

A  man  was  stabbed  as  he  walked  home 
from  a  store  in  the  area.  Three  men 
approached  him  and  demanded  that  he 
give  them  his  groceries.  The  victim 
refused.  One  of  the  suspects  stabbed  the 
man  three  times  while  the  other  two  sus¬ 
pects  beat  him  with  closed  fists.  The  vic¬ 
tim  was  rushed  to  SFGH  where  he  was 
interviewed  by  police  officers  following 
surgery. 


Armed  Robbery  on  Mission  Street 

4000  Block  of  Mission  St.,  July  7,  1 :30  A.M. 

A  man  was  robbed  at  gunpoint  by  four 
suspects  traveling  in  a  Flonda  Civic.  The 
suspects  fled  the  area  in  the  vehicle.  The 
victim  flagged  down  a  police  car  and  gave 
the  information  to  the  police  officers.  The 
area  was  searched  and  in  a  short  time  the 
vehicle  was  spotted  and  the  suspects  were 
taken  into  police  custody.  The  suspects 


were  taken  to  Mission  Station  of  the  SFPD 
on  charges  of  armed  robbery. 


Rank  Robbery  on  16th  Street 

2000  Block  of  16th  Street,  July  8,  4  RM. 

Two  suspects  entered  the  bank  at  this  loca¬ 
tion  and  handed  the  teller  a  note  demand¬ 
ing  all  of  the  money  at  her  station.  The 
teller  complied  and  the  suspects  fled  the 
area  in  a  late  model  Chevy.  The  suspects 
were  captured  by  agents  of  the  FBI  and 
SFPD  officers  at  3rd  and  McKinnon  Street 
within  a  few  minutes  of  the  incident. 


Knife  Assault  on  Mission  Street 

Mission  and  20th  Street,  July  8,  3  A.M. 

A  man  was  robbed  and  stabbed  at  this 
location  by  a  suspect  brandishing  a  knife. 
The  victim  was  rushed  to  the  SFGH 
Trauma  Unit  and  was  listed  in  critical  con¬ 
dition. 

Stabbing  on  24th  Street 

24th  and  Harrison,  July  9,  1:30  PM. 

A  man  was  robbed  and  stabbed  at  this 
location  by  a  group  of  male  suspects.  The 
group  beat  the  victim,  during  which  time 
the  victim  was  stabbed  in  the  chest  area, 
which  resulted  in  a  punctured  lung.  Once 
again,  the  attention  of  the  Gang  Task  Force 
has  been  captured. 


This  column  is  brought  to  you  as  a  public 
service  of  the  SFPD  Office  of  Public 
Affairs  and  Crime  Stoppers.  If  you  have  a 
question  or  comment,  please  call  the  office 
at  553  1651. 


TEL:  (415)  431-7516 
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The  king  and  the  moon 


After  being  thwarted  in  its  attempts 
a  year  ago,  the  San  Francisco  Art 
Commission  is  once  again  trying 
to  place  statues  of  Juan  Bautista  de  Anza 
and  King  Carlos  111  of  Spain  in  the  median 
strip  of  Dolores  Street  near  Mission 
Dolores.  Opponents  of  the  statues  say 
Anza,  who  established  the  first  European 
settlement  in  what  eventually  became  San 
Francisco,  and  Carlos,  the  reigning  king  at 
the  time,  are  conquistadors  and  imperial¬ 
ists  who  have  no  place  in  our  charming 
and  politically  correct  community.  Those 
in  favor  of  the  statues  say  they’re  an 
important  part  of  our  history  that,  blem¬ 
ished  or  not,  should  not  be  forgotten. 

Let’s  consider  the  King  Carlos  statue 
for  a  moment.  It  was  given  to  the  City  by 
the  present  King  of  Spain  (who  also  has  a 
Carlos  in  his  name)  as  a  Bicentennial  gift. 
Perhaps  the  current  King  Carlos  is,  like 
most  constitutional  monarchs,  a  nice 
enough  guy  but  a  little  dim  from  inbreed¬ 
ing.  He  seems  particularly  opaque  on  the 
whole  Bicentennial — we  are,  after  all,  a 
two-hundred-year-old,  monarchy-free 
zone — Celebration.  Or  maybe  it  was  just 
an  in-your-face  thing:  “Ha,  ha,  ha!  It’s  me, 
Carlos!  I'm  back!  Kiss  my  plinth!” 

The  fact  is  we  do  not  and  have  not  for 
the  last  two-hundred-and-twenty-five 
years  accepted,  sanctioned  or  encouraged 
the  establishment  of  kings  or  the  erection 
of  their  statues  in  our  country.  The  whole 
concept  of  democracy  is  based  on  every¬ 
body  making  their  own  decisions  and  not 

leaving  it  up  to  some  jaded  hereditary  ruler 
and  the  fruit  of  his  loins.  It’s  not  that  King 
Carlos  was  a  conquistador,  but  that  he  per¬ 
sonifies  the  specific  form  of  tyranny  our 
founding  fathers  overthrew.  Thomas 
Jefferson  would  be  appalled. 

Imperialism  already  has  a  place  of 
honor  at  Dolores  and  Market.  A  statue 
commemorating  the  Spanish  American 
War  shows  a  well-armed  and  steely  eyed 
trooper  looking  into  the  distance  for  more 
Spaniards  to  kill  (Hey,  down  the  street  it’s 
their  king!).  His  fallen  comrade,  gun  still 
clutched  in  hand,  lies  draped  over  a  can¬ 
non.  The  cheerleading  god  of  war  on 
horseback  completes  the  scene.  How’d  our 
local  activists  miss  this  one? 

History  and  trash 

San  Francisco  has  an  inconsistent  notion 
of  what  is  history  and  what  is  trash.  In  a 
duel  fought  in  1859,  California  Supreme 
Court  Justice  David  Terry,  a  supporter  of 
slavery,  shot  and  killed  US  Senator  David 
Broderick,  an  opponent  of  slavery.  The 
grove  by  Lake  Merced  where  this  victory 
for  the  forces  of  human  servitude  occurred 


Editorial 


V.E.  Miller 


is  an  official  state  historical  site.  Two  stone 
phalli  representing,,  no  doubt,  the  manli¬ 
ness  of  the  duelists,  have  been  erected  in 
the  positions  where  the  combatants  stood’ 
during  the  fatal  exchange. 

But  sometimes  history  is  expendable. 
In  the  anthology  Reclaiming  San 
Francisco:  History,  Politics,  Culture, 
Nicholson  Baker,  in  his  article  “Weeds,” 
documents  what  he  calls  “a  hate  crime 
directed  against  the  past.”  Late  in  1995, 
librarians  realized  San  Francisco’s  new 
Main  Library,  built  at  a  cost  of  $135  mil¬ 
lion  to  accommodate  more  books,  was  not 
even  going  to  have  enough  shelf  space  for 
the  library’s  existing  collection.  The  solu¬ 
tion:  City  Librarian  Kenneth  Dowlin  had 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  turn 
200,000  books  into  landfill.  A  major 
uproar  ensued  when  this  was  discovered, 
but  the  damage  had  already  been  done. 

By  comparison,  the  idea  of  dropping 
Anza  and  King  Carlos  in  the  Bay  seems 
perfectly  reasonable. 

The  Streets  of  Juan  de  Anza 

Juan  de  Anza  is  a  less  obnoxious  figure. 
He  did  lead,  at  least  part  of  the  way,  the 
expedition  that  founded  the  City.  Anza 
returned  to  Mexico  before  the  expedition 
reached  here,  leaving  the  completion  of 
the  journey  to  his  lieutenant,  Moraga. 
Anza  did  eventually  show  up  himself,  so 
he’s  “historical.”  He’s  also  overexposed. 
There’s  a  plaque  at  the  intersection  of 
Camp  and  Albion  commemorating  the  first 
camp  of  the  Anza  party  in  1776  and  the 
site  of  the  first  Mission  Dolores. 

There  are,  according  to  Streets  of  San 
Francisco:  The  Origins  of  Street  and 
Place  Names  by  Louis  K.  Loewenstein,  no 
fewer  than  27  San  Francisco  streets  named 
after  Anza,  members  of  his  party  (probably 
every  family  name  in  the  group),  their  sup¬ 
ply  ship  (Santiago)  and  the  viceroy  who 
sent  him  hither  (Bucareli  Drive).  This  is. 
really  overdoing  it.  We’re  just  lucky  the 
street  designators  didn’t  know  the  names 
of  the  Anza  party  cats  and  dogs.  If  Anza’s 
statue  doe.,n’t  go  up  at  16th  and  Dolores, 
we  are  certainly  in  no  danger  of  forgetting 
him  and  his  associates. 

Part  of  Anza’s  historical  significance 
comes  from  the  fact  that  he  set  in  motion 
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the  series  of  events  which  led  to  the 
enslavement  and  decimation  of  the  Bay 
Area’s  native  American  population.  The 
Mission  system,  including  Mission 
Dolores  which  Anza’s  party  established, 
beat  hard  labor  out  of  and  Catholicism  into 
indigenous  peoples  who  were  concentrat¬ 
ed  on  the  Mission  grounds  facilitating  the 
spread  from  one  to  the  other  of  the 
European  diseases  they  contracted  from 
the  priests  and  soldiers.  Father  Serra,  who 
founded  the  system,  is  on  the  short  list  for 
sainthood,  and  the  Art  Commission  wants 
to  shove  Anza  and  Carlos  down  our 
throats. 

Erased  from  the  record 

The  Ohlone  and  other  Native  peoples  have 
few  memorials.  On  the  reverse  side  of  the 
Anza  plaque  on  Camp  Street,  there  is  a 
much  faded  wooden  sign  recognizing 
them,  that  will  be  illegible  long  before  the 
praise  to  Anza  on  the  other  side  shows  the 
first  signs  of  rust.  In  the  lobby  of  the 
Mission  Police  Station,  an  arrangement  of 
seven  small  boulders  on  the  floor  dupli¬ 
cates  the  positions  of  stars  in  the  constella¬ 
tion  Pleiades.  The  stone  sculpture  com¬ 
memorates  the  Ohlone  belief  that  arrang¬ 
ing  rocks  in  this  manner  appeases  an  earth¬ 
quake-causing  monster  that  lives  in  a 
whirlpool  in  the  Bay. 

Other  than  this,  the  history  of  the  orig¬ 
inal  inhabitants  of  the  Bay,  like  the  people 
themselves,  has  been  wiped  out. 

In  another  selection  from  Reclaiming 
San  Francisco  entitled  “ Seeing  the  Trees 
Through  the  Forest:  Oaks  And  History  in 
the  Presidio ,”  Pete  Holloran  rips  into  the 
official  policy  of  the  Golden  Gate  National 
Recreation  Area  that  declares  the 
Presidio’s  “period  of  significant  historical 
development  to  be  between  1776  and 
1945.”  The  elaborate  ecology  of  the 
coastal  oaks,  which  was  an  integral  part  of 
the  lives  of  native  people  for  thousands  of 
years  and  still  clings  on  here  and  there,  is 
therefore  not  something  to  be  even  partial¬ 
ly  restored  or  actively  protected. 

Along  with  a  number  of  ugly  army 
buildings,  the  pines  and  eucalyptus  planted 
in  a  willy-nilly  fashion  by  the  military, 
Boy  Scout  troops  and  rich  dilettantes  like 
Adolph  Sutro,  are  by  this  policy  historic, 
even  though  they  tend  to  shade  out  the 
older  native  oaks.  For  the  powers  that  be, 
nothing  that  existed  before  the  European 
culture  arrived  is  part  of  the  historic 


Ohlone  moon 

Anyone  who  has  read  The  Ohlone  Way  by 
Malcolm  Margolin  knows  that  the  Ohlone 
were  a  tolerant  people  who  lived  in 
hunter/gatherer  harmony  with  their  envi¬ 
ronment  and  who,  unlike  some  pre- 
Columbian  cultures,  were  truly  peaceful. 
Margolin  paints  the  rare  instances  of 
Ohlone  limited  warfare  as  largely  ceremo¬ 
nial  affairs  that  always  ended  as  soon  as  a 
single  person  was  killed. 

In  a  battle  described  in  the  book,  war¬ 
ring  parties  line  up  across  an  open  meadow 
and  make  appropriately  menacing  gestures 
at  one  another  as  they  gradually  close  the 
distance  between  them.  At  some  point,  a 
daring  combatant  leaps  into  the  gap: 
“Enemy  arrows  fly  around  him  but  he 

dodges  them  artfully,  his  red  painted  body 
writhing  and  contorting  in  the  air.  The  tal¬ 
ismans  around  his  neck  jerk  and  dance 
with  a  life  of  their  own  and  his  body  seems 
filled  with  superhuman  energy.  The  arrows 
all  miss  him  and  he  vaunts  and  shakes  his 
fist... As  the  ultimate  insult  he  turns 
around  bends  over  and  sticks  his  buttocks 
out  at  the  enemy.” 

In  this  gesture  of  mirthful  defiance 
from  the  past  lies  the  solution  to  our  pre¬ 
sent  day  statue  controversy.  Let  the  imper¬ 
ial  apologists  put  their  fat  king  on  the 
Dolores  Street  strip,  but  let’s  tip  the  bal¬ 
ance  and  alter  the  message  in  favor  of 
those  who  did  not  survive  to  write  history. 

Anza,  with  his  twenty-seven  streets, 
needs  no  further  glory.  In  an  act  of  artistic 
justice,  melt  him  down  and  reform  the 
material  into  the  image  of  that  anonymous, 
mooning  Ohlone  prankster.  Install  the 
completed  work  so  that  this  irreverent  war¬ 
rior’s  gluteal  maximal  salute  looms  in  per¬ 
petuity  in  the  face  of  King  Carlos  III.  A 
brass  plaque  at  the  base  of  the  new  statue 
would  bear  the  simple  words  “Colonize 
this!”  in  English,  Spanish,  and  a  variety  of 
Native  American  languages. 

This  is  a  win-win  solution.  The  king- 
lovers  and  Philistines  might  be  offended, 
but  they  can  still  enjoy  their  little  piece  of 
history  as  long  as  they  are  careful  not  to 
take  a  broader  view — and  so  far  they  have 
not  shown  a  tendency  to  do  so.  Those  who 
wanted  to  stand  back  and  see  the  bigger 
picture  could  take  satisfaction  in  the  prop¬ 
er  American  disrespect  accorded  to  aristo¬ 
crats,  as  well  as  in  the  fact  that  the  first 
inhabitants  of  the  Bay  Area  got  in  the  last 
laugh. 
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A  near  (buzzed  to)  death  experience 


Last  month  I  was  the  victim  of  an 
unprovoked  and  senseless  assault 
by  a  violent  and  desperate  person  I 
had  never  even  seen  before.  As  usual,  that 
night,  while  I  tried  to  enter  my  SRO  Hotel 
I  had  to  wait  for  the  night  manager  to 
BUZZ  me  in  the  gate.  That  in  itself  seems 
degrading  in  view  of  my  two-year  tenancy 
at  this  SRO,  but  on  this  occasion  my  phys¬ 
ical  safety  and  life  were  at  put  at  risk  by 
having  to  ring  up  to  enter. 

Without  warning,  a  neighborhood 
boy,  (an  ex-felon  and  repeat  offender  with 
convictions  for  battery  on  his  recor  -  as  I 
later  found  out)  came  up  on  me  in  the  dark 
swiftly  on  a  scooter,  pushed  me  through 
the  gate  and  deliberately  assaulted  me, 
intending  to  rob  me  even  though  I  have 
nothing.  It  would  not  have  happened  if 
hotel  owners  did  not  treat  us  like  second- 
class  citizens.  They  have  power  over  my 
safety  because  I  do  not  have  a  front  gate 
key  like  a  free  man. 

To  make  matters  worse,  in  this  SRO 
the  on-site  night  manager  openly  takes  a 
sadistic  pleasure  in  the  tenants’  personal 
misfortunes,  sickness,  poverty  and  addic¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  in  problems  directly 
attributable  to  living  conditions  in  the 
hotel  itself.  He  treats  most  of  us  in  the 
building  like  dirt,  with  vile,  cruel  verbal 
abuse  for  me  even  though  I  am  disabled 
and  am  currently  fighting  cancer.  It  is  bad 
enough  when  the  storeowners,  shoppers 
and  neighbors  from  other  nearby  apart¬ 
ment  buildings  look  at  me  weirdly,  making 
me  feel  less  than  human. 

I  am  not  a  criminal  waiting  to  be 
buzzed  through  a  cell  gate,  nor  am  I  any 
kind  of  animal  being  led  to  slaughter 
through  locked  gates,  prodded  and  buzzed 


Guest 

Opinion 


by  Mike  Kushner 


to  my  death,  waiting  a  turn  to  be  the  next 
victim. 

Although  I  am  in  a  weaker  position, 
and  cannot  get  the  one  item  of  dignity  and 
safety  which  could  save  me  from  becom¬ 
ing  yet  another  street  casualty,  there  is  no 
justification  for  his  daily  making  it  more 
difficult  for  me  to  survive  my  environ¬ 
ment  The  gate-policy  guarantees  that 
many  of  us  tenants  will  sooner  or  later 
become  victims  like  I  did,  or  end  up  in  the 
emergency  room. 

I  am  a  happy,  friendly  person  who 
knows  all  the  folks  up  and  down  my  street 
within  a  two-block  radius,  including  local 
residents,  market  clerks,  shopping  cart 
people  and  even  the  users  &  dealers.  I 
myself  do  not  ever  use  tobacco,  alcohol  or 
drugs  and  I  always  mind  my  own  business. 
Ask  anyone.  I  have  never  tried  to  hurt  or 
steal  from  anyone. 

It  is  bad  enough  the  hotels  are  taking 
advantage  of  us  by  raking  in  money  while 
providing  no  services,  but  putting  my  life 
at  risk  is  totally  unfair. 

Mike  Kushner,  a  Mission  resident  for  25 
years 


Dance  Center 

at 

The  Women’s  Building 

3543  18th  St  between  Valencia  and  Guerrero 

Dance  Workouts 

Tuesday  and  Thursday  @  10:30  am  and  6:00  pm 
Saturday  10:00  am 

Beginning  Hip  Hop 

With  Rebecca  Weisser 
Saturday  1 1  00  am 

Starting  in  September,  Hip  Hop  and  Brazilian 
Dance  classes  for  kids  and  teens! 

Rhythm  and  Motion  also  offers  over  100  weekly  workouts  and  dance  classes  for 
adults  and  kids  at  1 1 33  Mission  St.  and  at  neighborhood  locations  throughout  the 
city.  Classes  include:  Salsa,  W.  African,  Capoeira,  Hip  Hop,  Jazz,  Yoga, 
Afro-Haitian,  Tap,  Modem,  and  more. 

For  a  complete  Rhythm  and  Motion  Dance  Center  Schedule 
call  415-621-0643  or  visit  www.rhythmandmotion.com 
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$5  Discount 

On  any  regular  single  class  with  this  ad 
Good  at  any  location 

Valid  through  September  30th,  2001. 
Not  valid  for  workshops,  kids  classes  or  partner  dance  nights 

One  coupon  per  persoa  please:  not  good  with  other  discounts 


Stop  paying  ridiculous 
garage  sale  prices. 


www.thrifttown.com 


4,000  items  arriving  daily. 

2101  Mission  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  •  (415)  861-1132 
(corner  of  17th  &  Mission) 

Store  hours:  9  am  -  8  pm  •  Sat  1 0  am  -  7  pm  •  Sun  1 1  am  -  6  pm 


$3.00  OFF 

(Any  $10.00  purchase  or  more) 


Not  valid  with  any  other  promotion.  Limit  one 
coupon  per  customer.  Please  present  this  coupon 
prior  to  purchase.  Good  through 
September  30,  2001. 

www.thrifttown.com 
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Dottie  deathrattle 

Webby  Awards  show  seemed  like  the  last  hurrah  of  the  d-c  culture 


by  Sarah  Bardeen 

£  £  Community”  was  the  word  of  choice 

at  this  year’s  5th  annual  Webby 

Awards,  a  gala  event  held  at  the 
Opera  House  July  18th  to  honor.. ,uh...vir- 
tual  something-or-other.  Of  course,  when 
the  Webbies  talk  about  community,  they’re 
not  talking  about,  like,  community. 
They’re  not  talking  about  block  parties, 
comer  stores,  neighborhood  parks,  the 
neighbors  with  whom  you  share  cigarettes 
and  whom  you  call  the  cops  on  when  they 
party  too  late  at  night 

This  is  a  different,  cleaner,  more  con¬ 
ceptual  community,  a  community  that 
wears  feather  boas  to  gala,  dress-code 
events  (the  Webby  dress  code  this  year 
was  “gutsy”)  and  doesn’t  actually  meet  in, 
like,  the  flesh  that  often.  But  when  they  do 
meet  in  the  flesh,  dot-commers  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  do  it  up  gaudy. 

The  red  carpet  was  rolled  out. 
Volunteers,  dressed  in  clown  wigs  and 
“ethnic”  attire,  blew  bubbles  over  the 
crowd  of  attendees  in  what  was  likely  the 
best  —  and  almost  certainly  unintentional¬ 
ly  ironic  —  touch  of  the  event  Bhindis 
(the  Hindu  forehead  decoration)  graced 
innumerable  foreheads  in  the  crowd  of 
mostly  white,  young  digital  gurus.  The 
digirati  flooded  into  the  venue,  a  sea  of 
black  leather. 

In  the  foyer,  Sam  Donaldson  bopped 
enthusiastically  in  a  comer,  reporting  for 
ABC  News  with  his  toupee  in  tow.  (Later 
in  the  night,  an  enlightened  Webby 
awardee  would  intone  his  mandatory  five- 
words-only  acceptance  speech: 


“Sam  Donaldson.  Dude,  gnarly 
toupee.”)  A  strolling  accordionist  walked 
by  us  and  stuck  his  head  in  a  box  filled 
with  lightbulbs,  while  a  young  Rudy 
Valentino  look-alike  told  us  enthusiastic 
tales  about  falling  in  love  twice  in  six 
months  in  Bali. 

The  ceremony  begaa  Founder 
Tiffany  Shlain  was  the  first  to  introduce 
the  evening’s  organizing  principle:  “We’re 
honoring  not  only  excellence  tonight,  but 
tenacity  and  survival.  .. [This  year]  has 
strengthened  our  community  and  made  us 
more  resilient.”  And  indeed  resilience 
poured  out  of  the  crowd,  who  looked  like 
refugees  from  a  war-tom  strip  mall,  pol¬ 
ishing  last  year’s  Kenneth  Coles  in  an 
effort  to  make  them  look  new,  and  wearing 
fading  designer  clothes.  It  was  enough  to 
break  your  heart 

Waxing  philosophical,  Tiffany  sighed 
and  mused  on  the  Internet’s  lasting  effects: 
“I  don’t  think  there’s  anyone  who  can 
imagine  their  life  without  it.”  Indeed.  As 
Mission  District  residents  look  back  on  the 
past  few  years,  who  among  us  could  pic¬ 
ture  life  without  the  constant  threat  of 
eviction,  the  TICs,  the  dramatic  increase  in 
anorexic,  cell-phone  wielding  women  ask¬ 
ing  for  directions  to  Blondies  or  the 
Slanted  Door?  Who  could  imagine  life 
without  the  graceful  cavalcade  of  SUVs 
barricading  Valencia  street  every  week¬ 
end? 

Before  turning  the  stage  over  to 
Mayor  Willie  Brown,  Tiffany  then 
expounded  the  Internet  —  and  the  Webby 
—  ethic  of  embracing  diversity  at  all 
times.  “We’ve  honored  not  only  .corns  but 
.orgs,  .nets,  .edus,  .govs  and  we  always 


have.”  Visibly  moved,  a  few  audience 
members  brushed  tears  from  their  eyes. 

True  to  form,  Mayor  Brown  made  his 
time  in  the  spotlight  count,  falling  back  on 
that  tried  and  true  crowd-pleaser,  tasteless 
jokes.  “When  a  young  woman  called  me 
and  said  ‘I  want  to  discuss  the  web  with 
you,”’  —  Brown  hunkered  down  and 
leered  suggestively  over  the  nest  of  micro¬ 
phones  —  “I  immediately  thought  of 
something  kinky.  And  no,  my  name  isn’t 
Condit.” 

Rushing  swiftly  on  from  his  graceful¬ 
ly  delivered  low-blow,  Mayor  Brown  tout¬ 
ed  (with  some  humor)  the  Webbies  as  an 
integral  part  of  the  city,  and  suggested  that 
the  city  was  still  salivating  over  the 
prospect  of  prostrating  before  big  busi¬ 
ness.  “The  Webbies  are  now  a  part  of  the 
City,  a  tradition  up  there  with  the  opening 
of  the  Symphony,  the  Opera,  the  Ballet, 
the  Giants....” 

As  this  grotesque  neo-corporate  love- 
fest  continued,  only  the  queer  (and 
Scottish)  actor  and  host  Alan  Cummings 
offered  any  relief.  Just  after  King  Brown 
exited  the  stage,  Cummings  offered  a 
nugget  that  suggested  he  understood  the 
city’s  issues  better  than  any  of  the  San 
Francisco-based  dot-commers  that  night: 
“Good  thing  the  Opera  House  is  still  here; 
last  year  San  Francisco  was  going  to  turn  it 
into  a  live-work  space.”  The  crowd  guf¬ 
fawed  somewhat  uneasily. 

As  the  night  wore  on,  the  memorable 
moments  became  fewer  and  fewer. 
Offensive  quotes  about  “community”  were 
still  bandied  about  freely,  and  Shlain 


offered  up  a  gem  when  she  suggested  that 
the  night’s  judges  shared  —because  of  the 
Internet  —  “strength  [that]  comes  from 
collective  consciousness,  their  aggregate 
mind.” 

Another  presenter  also  gushed  about 
how  the  Internet  “allows  us  to  feel  con¬ 
nected;  closer  to  the  issues  and  people  we 
care  about.”  Apparently,  it  also  allows  you 
to  feel  disconnected  from  the  people  you 
don’t  care  about:  your  neighbors,  the  non- 
wired  non-elite,  people  who  make  less 
than  $70,000  a  year,  the  family  you’re 
evicting. 

No  matter.  About  40  minutes  into  the 
awards,  I  found  myself  writing  notes  to 
myself  like  this:  “DULL  -  decidedly!” 
Later:  “I  can’t  even  sustain  my  vitriol,  I  am 
so  numb  and  bored.  BORING.”  And  that 
may  be  a  final  nail  in  the  coffin  of  the 
event  and  of  the  industry.  As  one  young 
post-party  attendee  told  me  somewhat 
petulantly  (and  perhaps  prophetically), 
“It’s  like  going  to  an  awards  ceremony  for 
the  telephone  company.  Who  cares?” 

After  the  ceremony  ended,  my  friend 
and  I  wandered  around  the  5  floors  of 
gourmet  spring  rolls,  free-flowing  booze, 
and  gaggles  of  people  attempting  to  be 
“seen”  An  acquaintance  begged  me  to 
write  a  good  review  of  the  band  perform¬ 
ing  —  Grand  addy  —  particularly 
because  none  of  these  hip,  supposedly 
artistically -aware  dot-commers  actually 

watched  the  band.  (They  performed  to  a 
mostly  empty  auditorium.) 

The  boredom  that  so  consumed  me 
during  the  ceremony  was  only  amplified  at 
the  gaudy  and  aimless  after-party. 
Everyone  there  seemed  desperately  in 
search  of  a  good  time,  but  the  good  time 
eluded  them  It  was  as  if  they  were  also 
searching  out  the  glamour  and  the  rush  that 
had  dominated  this  massive  pat-yourself- 
on-the-back  festival  in  years  past.  But  they 
couldn’t  find  the  ego-strokers  or  scintillat¬ 
ing  conversation 

In  the  end,  it  felt  very  much  the  way 
the  Mission  feels  to  me  right  now.  The 
Mission  District  was  a  weary,  unwilling 
host;  the  party-goers  were  a  bunch  of 
thoughtless  jerks  who  trashed  the  place 
and  puked  on  their  khakis. 

They’re  still  wandering  around  look¬ 
ing  for  some  fun  But  there’s  hope  in  sight. 
If  the  sheer  banality  of  the  Webbies  didn’t 
make  it  clear,  the  economy  will.  The 
party’s  over,  folks.  Pack  up  your  feather 
boas  and  go  home. 


Full  disclosure:  I  work  for  a  Mission- 
based  dot-com. 


Featuring 

Niman-Schell 
all  natural  beef 
cheesesteaks,  burgers, 
c'-icken  &  vegetarian, 
frier  &  onion  rings 

Open  every  day 
from  1  lam  to  iO  pm 


3285  -21st  Street  @  Valencia  •  •  •  •  285-5200 


It's  after  11:00pm, 
you're  starving 
wouldn't  you  like 
a  dozen  Oysters  and 
>  a  French  Kiss? 

Ti  Couz  is  open  till  midnight 
Thursday,  Friday  &  Saturday 
serving  our  full  bar,  crepe, 
and  seafood  menus. 


zicouz, 


lx 


"  Ti  Couz  is  also  available  for  private  functions 
Delectable  fun  guaranteed.  Give  us  a  call.  415.25CREPE 
3108  16th  STtreet  San  Francisco  CA  94103 
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by  Alfonso  Texidor 


Gente 

People  who  matter 


Salvadoran  Human  Rights  Suit 

In  June  of  1983  Carlos  Mauricio,  a  pro¬ 
fessor  at  the  National  University  of  El 
Salvador,  was  lured  away  from  his 
classroom,  abducted  at  gunpoint  and  bru¬ 
tally  tortured  for  days  by  men  who  interro¬ 
gated  him  about  anti-government  activities 
at  the  university.  Mauricio,  a  resident  of 
the  Mission  for  18  years,  is  now  suing 
those  responsible  for  his  abduction  in  a 
U.S.  federal  court. 

Mauricio  gave  a  chilling  account  of 
his  ordeal:  “I  was  teaching  my  class  in 
agricultural  science  when  a  stranger 
entered  the  classroom  in  the  middle  of  my 
lecture  and  asked  me  to  move  my  car 
because  it  was  blocking  his  exit  from  the 
parking  lot.  I  followed  him  outside  the 
building  and  I  was  immediately  surround¬ 
ed  by  a  gang  of  about  15  heavily  armed 
thugs  in  civilian  clothes.  They  knocked  me 
to  the  ground  with  their  rifle-butts  and 
started  kicking  me.  Then  they  handcuffed, 
blindfolded,  and  dragged  me  over  the 
gravel  and  pushed  me  into  a  waiting  car 
that  took  me  to  a  building  where  they  tor¬ 
tured  me  for  approximately  two  weeks. 

I  was  beaten  with  truncheons  by  men 
I  couldn’t  see,  and  they  interrogated  me  for 
days  about  my  political  ideas...  question¬ 
ing  me  continuously  about  the  political 
turmoil  in  El  Salvador,  and  asking  me 
about  my  affiliations  with  people  that  I 
didn’t  even  know.  It’s  a  miracle  that  I’m 
still  alive.” 

When  it  was  all  over,  they  finally 
transferred  him  from  the  torture  room  to 
another  area  of  the  same  building.  “It  was 
only  then  that  they  removed  the  blindfold 
from  my  eyes...  I  was  shocked  when  I 
became  fully  aware  of  my  surroundings.  I 
realized  that  the  place  of  my  confinement 
and  torture  was  actually  situated  in  the 
headquarters  of  the  national  police.  Upon 
my  release,  they  stated  clearly  that  I 
should  leave  the  country  for  my  own  good 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  they  gave  me  a 
stiff  warning  that  next  time  I  wouldn’t  be 
‘so  lucky.’” 

Now,  18  years  later,  Mauricio  has 
decided  to  exorcise  the  demons  that  tor¬ 
mented  him  so  mercilessly.  He  has  joined 
forces  with  three  other  Salvadoran  men 
who  live  in  the  U.S.  (two  in  Chicago  and 
one  in  Washington,  D.C.)  to  file  a  lawsuit 
in  a  federal  court  in  Palm  Beach,  Florida, 
against  two  high-level  military  officials. 
General  Eugenio  Vides  Casanova  and 
General  Jose  Garcia  Mauricio  are  charged 
with  having  the  ultimate  responsibility  for 
violating  the  civil  and  human  rights  of 
Mauricio  and  his  fellow  plaintiffs.  The  suit 
is  supported  by  the  Center  for  Justice  and 
Accountability. 

This  will  be  a  precedent-setting  trial 
because,  for  the  first  time,  Salvadoran  gen¬ 
erals  will  have  to  face  charges  of  human 
rights  violations  in  a  U.S  federal  court. 
“Now  that  I  am  suing  the  generals,  my 


Carlos  Mauricio 

struggle  is  against  the  use  of  torture  and  its 
immediate  consequences  -  the  impunity  of 
those  who  are  guilty-  so  that  the  military 
leaders  don’t  feel  that  they  have  a  guaran¬ 
teed  immunity  for  their  actions,  as  they 
have  in  the  past,”  Mauricio  said. 

He  dreams  of  building  a  coalition  that 
will  seek  retribution  and  a  final  justice, 
and  is  in  the  process  forming  “Alto  a  la 
Impunidad,”  or  “Stop  the  Impunity,”  an 
organization  that  will  acknowledge  the 
experience  of  the  families  of  torture  vic¬ 
tims.  “We  should  also  include  the  families 
of  people  who  were  tortured  or  killed  by 
death  squads,  and  who  witnessed  these 
incidents  of  brutality.  In  the  long  run,  I 
consider  that  they  were  all  tortured,”  said 
Mauricio. 


Eva  (middle)  wiyh  clasmates  Karen 
and  Yesenia 


One  lo  Watch 


Eva  Jovel  is  a  young  artist  from  the 
community  who  already  shows 
much  promise  and  who  is  gaining 
recognition  for  her  artistic  achievements. 
This  8  year-old  4th  grade  student  at  the 
Harvey  Milk  Academy  recently  won  a 
$10,000  scholarship  award  to  attend  tte 
San  Francisco  Art  Institute.  Her  artwork 
was  chosen  in  a  city  wide  competition  with 
350  other  students,  and  her  drawings  also 
served  as  the  basis  for  a  mural  which  she 
painted  in  her  school,  assisted  by  fellow 
students  Karen  and  Yesenia.  Her  proud 
mama  is  Maria  Rocha,  a  Nicaraguan  and 
long-time  Mission  resident. 


Carmencita  Benefit  Concert 

The  Mission  community  has  been 
surprised  and  saddened  to  learn  of  a 
tragic  accident  that  occurred  on 
June  22,  causing  severe  physical  injuries 
and  requiring  extensive  surgery  and  hospi¬ 
talization  of  Carmencita,  the  14  year-  old 
daughter  of  Miguel  Almodovar  and  Loreta 
Marcel.  There  has  been  a  tremendous  out¬ 
pouring  of  sympathy  and  support  from  the 
community  at  large,  which  hopefully  may 
produce  much-needed  cash  contributions 
($)  for  Carmencita  and  her  family. 

To  that  end,  a  group  of  friends  and 
neighbors  organized  a  benefit  concert  fea¬ 
turing  John  Santos’  Machete  Ensemble, 
Carlos  Aceituno’s  Afro  Brazilian 
Capoeira  Group,  Loco  Bloco,  Jorge 
Molina,  Akinyele,  and  pod  try  by  yours 
truly,  Alfonso  Texidor.  The  event  will  take 
place  on  August  5  from  12  to  7:30  p.m.  at 
the  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission 


Carmencita  with  her  father 

Street,  SE  If  you  would  like  to  contribute, 
make  checks  payable  to:  Trust  Fund,  Mid 
Peninsula  Bank/Carmen  Marcel  Account 
c/o  Charles  Armstrong  School,  1405 
Solana  Drive,  Belmont,  CA  94002 


NEW  COLLEGE  of  CALIFORNIA 

School  of 

GRADUATE  PSYCHOLOGY 


A  Program  That  Fits  Your  Needs 

2  Nights  a  Week  for  2  Years 

Leading  to  M.F.T.  Licensure 

Social-Clinical  £  Feminist-Clinical  Emphasis 

<s> 

Informational  Meetings 

Thursday,  August  9 

6:30-7:30pm 

New  College  of  California 
766  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  California 


www.newcollege.edu 

415-437-3421 


Accredited  by  the  Western  Assocution  of  Schools  and  Colleges.  FinanciJ  a>d  a  available  for  students  who  qualify. 


CHINESE  &  JAPANESE  CUISINE 


3515  20th  Street  (between  Mission  &  Valencia) 

Mon-Thur  1 1:00am  -  10:00pm  •  Fri  -  Sun  1 1:00am  -  10:30  pm 


FREE  DELIVERY 

Minimum  order  S10.00 

TEL:  (415)  285-4926 
FAX:  (415)  285-3238 


Tao  Yin  Special  Roll: 
A  crisp  and  spicy  roll  with 
fresh  tuna  and  green  onions! 


•  Mango  Prawns 

•  Mongolian-  Combo 
(Chicken.Beef  &  Prawn) 


CHEF'S 

SPCCIRIS 
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How  about  those  Giants?  -  If  you’ve 
wondered  why  Andre  the  Giant’s  face  is 
plastered  all  over  the  city  (and  even  the 
world),  with  the  ominous  sign  “OBEY,” 
now  is  your  chance  to  fmd  out:  a  new  ait 
exhibit,  “Authentik,”  features  Andre  artist 
Shepard  Fairey  and  other  artists  from  his 
company,  BLK/MRKT.  Culture  Cache 
Gallery,  1800  Bryant  St  #104,  opening 
reception  7-11  pm,  free.  626-7776. 

Happy  feet  -  Jin  Wen  Yu  Dance  presents 
Interspace,  a  combination  of  Tai  Ji,  mod¬ 
em  dance,  and  Chinese  opera  dance  in  six 
new  and  recent  works.  ODC  San 
Francisco,  3153  17th  St.,  8pm,  $15.  863- 
9834.  Also  on  the  4th. 


io  mm 

A  whole  mess  of  photos  -  Mission 
Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts  presents 
two  new  exhibits,  “El  Mes  de  la 
Fotografia  Hr’  (Month  of  Photography 
III),  photographs  of  the  last  living 
Zapatistas,  and  of  California  farm  workers 
from  1971  to  the  present.  The  second 
exhibit,  “Antonio  Huerta,  de  la  Piedra  al 
Metal”  (The  Flight  of  Human 
Imagination),  is  an  interpretation  in  12 
cases  from  around  the  world  of  the  search 
for  the  infinite.  Mission  Cultural  Center, 
2868  Mission  Street,  7-9pm,  $3.  821-1155 

The  whatness  of  who?  -  Jon  Sims  Center 
for  the  Arts  presents  The  Whichness  of 
Why,  by  AIRspace  artist  in  Residence,  K. 
Grgurevic,  a  high-energy  dance  explo¬ 
ration  of  alternative  relationships.  Jon 
Sims  Center  for  the  Arts,  1519  Mission 
St.,  8  pm,  $5-$10.  554-0402.  Also  on  the 
11th. 


i) 

Spin  City  -  DJ  Javier  spins  the  golden  era 
of  Latin  Music  on  a  no  cover  night  at  El 
Rio,  3158  Mission  St,  7:30  pm,  free.  282- 
3325. 

HTTOSMV 

Classic  threesome  -  St.  John 
the  Evangelist  Episcopal 
Church  hosts  an  evening  of 
classical  music  with  excerpts  of 
Bach,  Debussy,  and  Loeffler, 
performed  by  members  and  for¬ 
mer  members  of  the  San 
Francisco  Symphony  and  other 
musicians.  St.  John’s,  1661 
15th  St.,  8  pm,  $10.  861-1436. 


New  Mission  News 


handout  of  successful  grant  samples. 
BUILD,  483  Guerrero  St.,  7-10  pm,  $29. 
643-8118. 

Funny  you  should  say  that  -  Check  out 
tonight’s  line  up  of  stand-up  comics,  stage- 
hacks,  and  other  attractions  at  the  Monday 
Night  Marsh.  Tire  Marsh,  1062  Valencia 
St.,  8  pm,  $7.  826-5750. 
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W'asted  away  again  at  $2  a  pop  -  El  Rio 
offers  2  dollar  margaritas,  an  omnivore 
barbecue,  and  an  Outdoor  Cinema  presen¬ 
tation  of  “The  Early  Work  of  Alan 
Berliner,”  all  for  a  $7  cover.  El  Rio,  3158 
Mission  St,  barbecue  6:30-8,  film  at  8:30, 


i  mam 

Free  barbecue  -  Who  could  ask  for  more 
when  El  Rio  has  live  music  all  day  and 
night  and  a  complimentary  omnivore  bar¬ 
becue?  Day  show:  Universal  Mind, 
Honey  Shot,  Stone  Vengeance, 
Totimosbi  &  the  Idiots  (3-8pm),  night 
show:  Red  Meat,  David  Gleeson  & 
Wasted  Days  (9  pm  door,  10  pm  show). 
Omnivore  bbq.  3-5  pm.  El  Rio,  3158 
Mission  Street  $7.  282-3325. 

Fresh  princes  -  The  Fresh  Voices 
Festival  HI  showcases  new  works  by  Bay 
Area  composers  and  librettists  in  a 
cabaret/opera  setting.  Tonight’s  program 
includes  a  performance  of  Antigone, 
Miniature  Portraits,  “Toccata  di  Luna” 
from  Apollo  14,  A  Space  Opera,  and 
Modulating  Back  to  Tonic.  Goat  Half  400 
Missouri  St,  8  pm,  $15.  289-6877.  Also 
on  the  3rd. 


$7.  282-3325. 

Croaked  critters  -  Learn  to  cope  with 
grieving  for  a  lost  pet  at  the  SF  SPCA’s 
free  pet  loss  support  group.  SF  SPCA,  243 
Alabama  St,  7:30-9  pm,  free.  554-3050. 
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Now  heal  this  -  Get  healed  at  a  free  heal¬ 
ing  fair  offered  by  Psychic  Horizons, 
Church  of  Natural  Grace.  Psychic 
Horizons,  970/  972  Valencia  St,  2pm, 
free.  For  more  information  call  643-8800 
or  go  to  . 

Reader  leaders  -  If  you  spent  your  sum¬ 
mer  reading  like  you  should  have,  you’re 
invited  to  the  Summer  Reading  Party  at  the 
Mission  Branch  Library,  a  celebration 
with  refreshments  for  the  end  of  the 
Summer  Reading  Club,  for  all  ages. 
Mission  Branch  Library,  300  Bartlett  St,  3 
pm,  free.  695-5090. 
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North  African  navel  manuvers  -  Fat 
Chance  Belly  Dance  presents  North 
African  tribal  dance  music  and  belly  danc¬ 
ing  performances  that  celebrate  the  vari¬ 
ous  backgrounds  of  North  Africa:  Berber, 
Arabic,  African,  and  Mediterranean.  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez,  8  pm,  $15. 
731-5539. 

Johnson  does  Johnson  -  Denis  Johnson 
reads  from  his  new  piece  Q  &  A,  followed 
by  a  performance  of  the  world  premiere  of 
his  new  play,  Shoppers  Carried  by 
Escalators  into  the  Flames,  about  a  family 
reunion  in  Ukiah  that  delves  into  firearms 
and  tequila.  Intersection,  446  Valencia  St, 
8  pm,  $25-$50.  626-3311. 

Southern  discomfort  -  The  Freedom 
Socialist  Party  presents  a  public  forum, 
“Maquiladora  Workers  Organize  in  El 
Salvador,”  a  discussion  of  neo-liberalism 
in  El  Salvador.  New  Valencia  Hall,  1908 
Mission  St.,  7:30  pm,  $2  donation,  $6.50 
for  dinner.  864-1273. 


17  mm 

Homebodies  -  ODC  /  San  Francisco  pre¬ 
sents  an  evening  of  new  works  by 
Saltmarsh  Dance  and  California 
Contemporary  Dancers:  Blinds,  a  dance 
exploration  of  the  ways  different  rooms  in 
the  home  affect  mood  and  emotion.  ODC/ 
San  Francisco,  3158  17th  St,  8  pm,  $15. 
626-6745.  Also  on  the  18th. 

Not  guilty  -  AIRspace  Artist  in  Residence 
Carrie  Peters  presents  a  dance  theater 
work  titled  Children  of  the  Marvelous,  an 
exploration  of  anxiety,  loneliness,  fantasy, 
and  survival,  seen  in  the  spirit  of  childlike 
innocence.  Jon  Sims  Center  for  the  Arts, 
15 19  Mission  St.,  8  pm,  $5-$10.  554-0402. 
Also  on  the  18th. 
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A  change  of  face  -  Test  your  artistic  talent 
at  mask  making  at  the  Mask  Making 
Workshop,  Bernal  Heights  Branch 
Library,  500  Cortland  Ave.,  2-4  pm,  free. 
557-4277. 
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A  whole  lotta  Butoh  goin’  on  -  The  San 
Francisco  Butoh  FestivaL  which  for  the 
past  six  years  has  amazed  and  confounded 
audiences  with  its  expansion  of  the  world 
of  Japanese  Butoh,  concludes  its  perfor¬ 
mances  tonight  with  a  Japanese  New  Wave 
program,  illuminating  the  newest  perform¬ 
ing  trends  in  Japan.  Theater  Artaud,  450 
Florida  St.,  7  pm,  $20-$25.  621-7797. 


6  a\ok /m 

Take  it  for  granted  -Learn  grant  writing 
in  an  intensive  workshop,  “Grant  Writing 
for  Artists,  Writers,  Performers  & 
Filmmakers,”  and  receive  an  80-page 
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Reel  life  -  If  you  love  movies  and  love 
talking  about  them,  check  out  the  Film 
Discussion  Group  held  at  Bernal  Heights 
Branch  Library,  500  Cortland  Ave.,  4  pm, 
free.  Call  557-4277  for  topics  and  info. 

It’s  in  the  bag  -Witness  the  top  freestyle 
hackysackers  in  the  world  compete  for  the 
World  Freestyle  Footbag  Championship 
title,  in  choreographed  solo  performances 
set  up  like  a  gymnastics  competitioa 
Accompanied  by  a  live  DJ,  comedy  acts, 
and  juggling.  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida 
Si,  8  pm,  $10.  621-7797.  Continues  on 
the  Uth. 


V  WMW 

Weirdness  under  the  canvas  -  Check  out 
the  “Tim  Burton-esque”  Circus 
Contraption,  a  show  that’s  been  called 
“Cirque  de  Soleil  meets  the  Rocky  Horror 
Picture  Show,”  accompanied  by  a  band 
that’s  been  described  as  “Tom  Waits 
crossed  with  a  Wings  of  Desire  band.” 
Intrigued?  So  are  we.  CELLSpace,  2050 
Bryant  St,  8  pm,  $12.  648-7562. 


IJ  MOivMr 

Tea  reading  -  Michelle  Tea  reads  from 
her  new  work  in  progress.  The  Chelsea 
Whistle,  at  Adobe  Bookshop,  3116  16th 
St,  8  pm,  free.  864-3936. 


14  TOW 

But  who  was  #56?  -  Award-winning 
author  E.  Lynn  Harris,  named  by  Ebony 
magazine  as  one  of  the  fifty-five  Most 
Intriguing  African  Americans,  reads  from 
his  new  book  Any  Way  the  Wind  Blows. 
Main  Library,  Lower  Level  Koret 
Auditorium,  100  Larkin  St.,  6:30  pm,  free. 
557-4277. 


Willie-less  Will  -  Woman’s  Will,  the  all¬ 
female  Shakespeare  company,  makes  it  to 
Dolores  Park  with  their  production  of 
Comedy  of  Errors,  concluding  their  sum¬ 
mer  of  park  performances.  Dolores  Park, 
18th  and  Dolores,  1  pm,  free.  567-1758. 
Also  on  the  19th. 

19  5<IMW 

Goin’  with  Goggin  -  Local  artist  Brian 
Goggin  offers  a  guided  tour  of  his  new 
public  art  pieces  commemorating  Bernal 
Heights  and  Mission  Street  history,  titled 
“Substrada.”  Meet  in  front  of  the  Bank  of 
America  building  at  3250  Mission  St.,  12 
noon,  free.  252-2559. 

Dead  poet  society  -  Homage  to  Lorca  in 
Lorca  on  the  Anniversary  of  his  Death: 
Editorial  Este  O  Este  presents  a  new  book 
of  poetry  in  Spanish,  and  a  slide  show  on 
the  life  and  poetry  of  Federico  Garcia 
Lorca.  Lorca  Restaurant/  Caff,  3200  24th 
St,  7  pm,  $2. 


30  MOMW 

Felonious  premier  -  At  long  last  the 
world  premiere  of  Bealbox:  A  Raparetta,  a 
new  production  written  and  performed  by 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 

"Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  8eer  qpd  Wine 


508  Valencia  St.  @  1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 
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beatbox  masters  Felonius:  onelove- 
hiphop,  a  local  rap  group  that  helps  bring 
hip  hop  back  to  its  roots  through  instru¬ 
mentation,  freestyling,  and  beatbox  jams. 
Written  in  rhyme  and  beatbox,  the  play  is 
about  a  group  of  people  facing  the  ques¬ 
tion,  “Can  I  rise  above  my  limitations?” 
August  20th  -  Sept  8th,  Theater  Artaud, 
450  Florida  St,  3  pm  and  8  pm,  $25.  621- 
1191. 
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Seven  minute  wonders  -  Check  out  the 
new  blood  in  comedy  and  improv  as  per¬ 
formers  present  up  to  7  minutes  of  work 
, which  is  videotaped  and  then  discussed  at 
the  Marsh  Lab.  The  Marsh,  1062 
Valencia  St.,  6:30-9:30  pm,  $15  to  partici¬ 
pate,  $7  to  watch.  826-5750. 


V  WWIM 

Go  ahead,  get  heart-broken  -  The  SF 
SPCA  is  offering  a  foster  kitten  class,  to 
train  you  to  be  a  kitten  foster  caregiver. 
But  you  have  to  give  them  back.  The 
Solarium  at  Maddie’s  Pet  Adoption 
Center,  250  Florida  St.,  6-7:30  pm.  522- 
3542.  Also  on  August  12th. 

Defeat  the  rich  -  The  San  Francisco 
Local  Homeless  Coordinating  Board 
urges  you  to  attend  this  public  meeting  on 
homeless  and  low-income  budget  priori¬ 
ties.  Let  the  city  know  how  you  think  its 
budget  for  the  homeless  should  be  spent. 
Department  of  Public  Health,  101  Grove 
St.,  Health  Commission  Room  300,  6-9 
pm.  252-3158. 
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Get  it  in  print  -  Artist  reception  for  a  new 
exhibit  of  artist  printmakers  from  all  over 
the  world,  “Print  Internationale.”  Cafe 
Americana,  968  Valencia  St,  6-8  pm,  free. 
641-0888. 

7i  mm 

Non-nuclear  fusion  -  El  Rio  hosts  the 
Power  of  Creative  Fusion,  with  spoken 

word  poets,  visual  artists,  and  Djs,  hosted 
by  San  Francisco  slam-team  2000  member 
Rene  Van  and  performance  poet  Clare 
Lewis.  Free  oysters  from  5-7  pm,  and  Club 
Nzinga,  world  beat  dance  party  with  DJ 
Jose  Ruiz  after  the  performances.  El  Rio, 
3158  Mission  St,  6:30-8:30  pm,  $5-$10. 
282-3325. 
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Hot  women  -  Celebrate  Women’s  Rights 
Day  with  Bay  Area  Radical  Women  at  its 
2nd  annual  “Fiery  Feminist 
Freedomfest,”  with  poetry  readings,  spo¬ 
ken  word,  musicians  Pam  Pam  and 
Veronica  Black,  belly  dancing,  an  open 
mic,  and  more.  Women’s  Building,  3543 
18th  St,  7  pm,  $5  donation,  $8.50  dona¬ 
tion  includes  dinner. 

Cuddlers  needed  -  The  SF  SPCA  is  hold¬ 
ing  a  volunteer  workshop  to  train  new  vol¬ 
unteers  in  their  available  positions  as  cat 
socializes,  dog  walkers,  and  adoption 
counselors.  SF  SPCA,  243  Alabama  St, 
10  am-2  pm.  554-3087. 

It’s  a  small  synagogue  after  all  -  Tour  of 
the  Congregration  Sha’ar  Zahav  with  a 
brief  Havdalah  sevice  to  celebrate  the  end 
of  Shabbat.  Refreshments.  290  Dolores,  6- 
8pm.  575-4961 
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21st  Annual  Xicana  Moratorium  Day  - 
6am  sunrise  ceremony  with  Danza  Azteca 
Xitlalli  in  Dolores  Park.  Event  continues 
from  12-4  with  music,  booth  vendors, 
food,  poetry  and  information  on  communi¬ 
ty  and  Raza  struggles!  Tune  in  KPFA 
(94.1FM)  Fridays  8- 11  pm  La  Onda 


Bajita. 

Three  ring  a  ding  ding  -A  cacophonous 
crew  of  talented  musicians  band  together 
for  a  “Sonic  Circus,”  combining  influ¬ 
ences  from  Jazz,  Latin,  Funk,  Country  and 
World  music,  joined  onstage  by  several 
circus  performers.  Theater  Artaud,  450 
Florida  St.,  8  pm,  $16.  621-7797. 
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Mighty  Mike  you  will  like  -  Mike  Duvall 
and  others  take  the  stage  tonight  for  the 
raucous  night  of  comedy  and  what  not  that 
is  the  Monday  Night  Marsh.  The  Marsh, 
1062  Valencia  St.,  8  pm,  $7.  826-5750. 
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Box  lunch  -  El  Rio  hosts  an  Outdoor 
Cinema  showing  of  Pandora’s  Box ,  by 
FW  Murnau,  with  a  live  original  score 
performed  by  The  Golden  Ann  Trio  from 
Austin,  with  complimentary  omnivore  bar¬ 
becue.  El  Rio,  3158  Mission  St.,  bbq. 
6:30-8,  film  8:30,  $7.  282-  3325. 
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Knight  time  -  Kids  can  learn  the  fine  art 
of  chess  at  the  Library’s  weekly  Chess 
Club,  held  at  the  Bernal  Heights  Branch, 
500  Cortland  Ave.,  4  pm,  free.  695-5160. 
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Three  Centuries  of  Resistance  -  Twelve 
men  who  fought  under  the  coommand  of 
Emiliano  Zapata  in  the  Mexican 
Revolution  are  interviewed  in  the  film  The 
Last  Zapatistas  Forgotten  Heroes. 

These  men  lived  during  the  oppression  of 
the  19th  Century,  rebelled  against  it  in  the 
20th  and  are  still  alive  to  tell  the  tale  in  the 
21st.  Mission  Cultural  Center  2868 
Mission  Street,  7pm,  $2.  821-1155 

Adult  entertainment  -  Get  into  reading 
with  the  Adult  Reading  Group,  held  at 
Bernal  Heights  Branch  Library,  500 
Cortland  Ave.,  4  pm,  free.  For  more  info 
call  695-5160. 

/ 
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Girly  show  -  The  Bay  Area  premiere  of 
the  new  hot  lesbian  comedy  Girl  Meets 
Girl,  about  a  magazine  editor  who  finds 
love  at  her  fortieth  birthday  party.  July 
11th-  August  5th,  Theatre  Rhinoceros, 
Mainstage,  2926  16th  St,  8  pm,  $20-$25. 
861-5079  or  www. ticketweb.com. 

WOW  women  -  Footloose  @  Venue  9 
hosts  The  Women  on  the  Way  (WOW) 
Series,  a  commitment  to  staging  full  pro¬ 
ductions  of  work  by  exemplary  women 
artists,  with  a  presentation  of  Closing  In, 
an  evening  of  dance,  theater,  and  live 
music,  performed  by  three  innovative 
women  artists.  August  9  -  19th,  Venue  9, 
252  9th  St,  8  pm,  $12-$15.  626-2169. 

Fear  and  fear  in  Las  Vegas  -  The  Marsh 
presents  The  Carol  Meyers  Story  (a 
Comcdic  Stand-up  TYagedy),  the  story  of 
a  stage-fright  stricken  comedian’s  struggle 


with  religious  fear,  selling  out,  perfor¬ 
mance  and  failure,  as  she  makes  her  way 
to  the  Las  Vegas  Papaya  room.  August  10- 
25,  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  St,  8  pm, 
$10-$  15.  826-5750. 

Queer  repast  -  Theater  Rhinoceros  pre¬ 
sents  “Playwright’s  Stew,”  a  three-week 
festival  of  new  queer  plays  by  up-and- 
coming  playwrights.  August  10-25,  The 
Studio  at  Theater  Rhinoceros,  2926  16th 
St.,  8:30  pm,  $10  each  or  $25  for  the  festi¬ 
val.  861-5079. 

The  wright  stuff  -  The  Playwrights 
Foundation  presents  the  24th  annual  Bay 
Area  Playwrights  Festival,  ten  days  of 
new  plays  by  local  writers,  directors,  and 
dramaturges.  The  Festival  has  in  the  past 
been  the  birthplace  of  great  theater,  giving 
new  playwrights  the  chance  to  develop  and 
produce  their  work.  August  16-26,  Z 
Space  Theater,  1360  Mission  St.,  $10 
donation.  Call  263-3986  for  plays  and 
times,  or  go  to  . 

The  rap  stuff  -  At  long  last,  the  world 
premiere  of  Beatbox:  A  Raparetta,  a  new 
production  written  and  performed  by  beat- 
box  masters  Felonius:  onelovehiphop,  a 
local  rap  group  that  helps  bring  hip  hop 
back  to  its  roots  through  instrumentation, 
freestyling,  and  beatbox  jams.  Written  in 
rhyme  and  beatbox,  the  play  is  about  a 
group  of  people  facing  the  question,  “Can 
I  rise  above  my  limitations?”  August  20th 
-  Sept  8th,  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida  SL, 

3  pm  and  8  pm,  $25.  621-7797. 

Marxist  mirth  -Footloose  @  Venue  9  pre¬ 
sents  Groucho:  A  Day  in  the  D’Elia 
Soup,  a  play  about  a  Latina  lesbian  who 
wakes  up  one  morning  to  discover  that 
she’s  morphed  into  Groucho  Marx.  August 
23rd  -  September  9,  Venue  9,  252  9th  SL, 

8  pm,  $12-$  15.  626-2169. 

Family  outing  -  Campo  Santo  and 
Intersection  for  the  Arts  present  Shoppers 
Carried  by  Escalators  Into  the  Flames,  a 
play  that  shows  with  brutal  humor  a  dys¬ 
functional  American  family’s  attempt  to 
discover  its  roots  and  history  in  memory 
and  family  tragedy.  August  8th  - 
September  2nd,  Intersection,  446  Valencia 
St.,  8  pm,  $9-$15.  626-3311. 

fvwiwotwwcac 

The  cheapest  buzz  in  town  -  El  Rio,  your 
Dive,  offers  Dollar  Day  with  all  well 
drinks  and  Bud  Light  $1,  with  Vroom  DJ’s 
spinning  punk,  funk,  &  soul.  El  Rio,  3158 
Mission  St.,  8-12  pm,  no  cover.  282-3325. 

TflCSWS 

Pre-school  Storytime,  for  ages  3-5. 
Mission  Branch  Library,  300  Bartlett  St, 
10:30  am,  free.  695-5090. 

Meditate  at  a  100%  discount  -  Psychic 
Horizons,  a  school  for  meditation  and 
healing  since  1971,  offers  a  free  medita¬ 
tion  class.  Psychic  Horizons,  972 

Valencia  St,  7:30,  free. 

WCUtvCSPAYS 

Get  in  gear  -  SF  Bicycle  Coalition 
Volunteer  Night.  Where  the  elite  meet  to 
stuff  envelopes.  Add  office  skills  to  your 
resume  and  enjoy  the  company  of  other 
cyclists.  1095  Market  Street  #215,  5-8pm. 
Call  431 -BIKE 


Visit  Good  Vibrations,  the  Bay  Area’s 
“clean,  well-lit  place”  to  buy  sex  toys,  books  and  videos. 


•women-owned  and  operated  -friendly,  knowledgeable  staff 
•wide  selection — from  educational  to  erotic 


Good 

Vibrations 


San  Francisco 
1210  Valencia  Street 


Berkeley 

2504  San  Pablo  Ave. 

(510)  841-8987 


(415)  974-8980 

* 

Open  Sun.-Thurs.  I  I  am-7pm;  Fri.  and  Sat.  I  lam-8pm 


www.goodvibes.com 
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Practice  your  Spanish  with  others  at  an 
all-levels  conversation  group.  Bernal 
Heights  Branch  Library,  500  Cortland 
Ave.,  7  pm,  free.  695-5 160. 

Word  wonks  wanted  -  Bring  your  dictio¬ 
nary  and  meet  your  vocab-loving  soul 
mate  @  Scrabble  Nights,  Wednesdays  @ 
Bernal  Heights  Branch  Library,  7  pm,  free. 
695-5090. 

Meet  your  mate  -  Get  out  some  pent-up 
aggression  at  the  weekly  all-star,  all-levels 
chess  club.  Bernal  Heights  Branch 
Library,  500  Cortland  Ave.,  4  pm,  free. 
695-5090. 

TWWS 

Cine-sational  -  Cine  Club  sceens  films 
from  and  about  Latin  America.  Some  are 
in  English  and  some  in  Spanish.  This 
month  be  sure  to  catch  the  US  premier  of 
The  Last  Zapatistas:  Forgotten  Heroes 
on  August  31sL  Mission  Cultural  Center 
2868  Mission  Street,  all  films  shown  at 
7pm,  $2.  821-1155 

mm 

Let  the  games  begin  -  Discover  a  healthy 
alternative  way  of  meeting  people  at  SF 
Games,  and  play  any  game  from  spades, 
hearts,  backgammon,  scrabble,  and  crib- 
bage,  to  anything  you  want  to  bring  along. 
City  Blend  Cafd,  3087  16th  St.,  7-10  pm, 
free.  820-3200  x  105. 

J/TODAY5 

A  day  in  the  park  -  Get  healthy  with  Tai 
Chi  at  the  park.  Neighborhood  Parks 
Council  hosts  free  Tai  Chi  at  Precita  Park, 
Precita  and  Folsom,  10:30  am,  free.  621- 
3260. 

Two  tongue  tales  -  Storytime  in  English 
for  the  whole  family,  followed  by 
Storytime  en  Espanol  for  the  whole  fam¬ 
ily.  No  word  yet  on  whether  it’s  the  same 
story.  Afterwards  take  part  in  a  short  craft. 
Mission  Branch  Library,  300  Bartlett  St., 
12  noon,  free.  695-5090. 


Eye  candy  stroll  -  Precita  Eyes  and 
Murals  has  made  new  additions  to  its  pop¬ 
ular  mural  walk,  which  now  covers  50 
murals  in  a  6-block  walk,  and  cultural  and 
historical  sites  along  the  way.  Precita  Eyes 
and  Mural  Arts  and  Visitors  Center,  3448 
Precita  Ave.,  11  am,  $8  general,  $5 
seniors,  $2  under  18.  285-2311. 
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Black  &  White  develop  and  print 
3nx5"  or  4"x6"  with  or  without  borders 
$1263  24 exp.  $1625  36exp.  one  to  two  days 
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(no  prints  or  proof  sheet) 
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darkroom  supplies  and  color  photofinishing  service. 
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Jane  Dixon 


Hello,  my  fellow  Missionites  and, 
more  importantly,  a  big,  warm, 
snappy  salute  to  my  fellow 
Americans.  Thank  you  all  so  much  for  the 
biggest  response  ever  to  “The  Dish”  in 
July’s  editioa  That  was  the  one  in  which 
I  confessed  my  patriotism  as  an  American, 
and  decried  the  noticeable  absence  of 
patriotic  displays  on  The  Fourth  of  July 
around  here.  Well,  from  the  fervor  of  your 
responses,  I  was  preaching  to  the  choir. 
(Hint  for  somebody  enterprising:  get  a  US 
Flag  concession  going;  there  seems  to  be  a 
market  of  proud  but  silent  Americans  in 
the  Mission). 

Maybe  it’s  just  being  taken  for  grant¬ 
ed  that  we  rejoice  in  our  sameness  as 
Americans  while  we  take  great  pains  to 
profess  our  tolerance  for  diversity  of  our 
backgrounds.  I  say  let’s  resolve  not  to 
take  it  for  granted.  E  Pturibus  Unutn. 
One  From  Many.  These  United  States  are 
the  One. 

Mr.  Lincoln  speaks 

Here’s  an  interesting  piece  of  info  which 
caught  my  attention  because  I’m  a  “word 
person:”  Until  the  War  Between  the  States 
was  over  the  United  States  took  the  plural 
(and  logical)  verb  form;  i.e.,  “the  United 
States  are.  ”  At  the  end  of  the  Civil  War, 
President  Lincoln  and  everybody  else 
began  to  use  the  singular,  though  gram¬ 
matically  incorrect  verb  form,  “the  United 
States  is.”  Our  Union  was  then  and  still  is 
more  powerful  than  logic  or  rules  of  gram¬ 
mar. 

If  I  really  am  preaching  to  the  choir, 
here’s  what  I’d  like  to  happen.  Will  some 
of  you  kindly  volunteer  to  join  me  in  an 
attempt  to  get  some  American  Flags  to  fly 
on  national  holidays  along  Mission  Street? 
It’ll  take  money  and  manpower.  Umm, 
that’s  person-power,  I  guess.  I  know  there 
are  banners  in  place  there  declaring-  the 
obvious:  that  you’re  in  the  heart  of  the 
Mission 

Now  that’s  preaching  to  the  choir. 
Frankly,  I  much  preferred  seasonal  (okay, 
I’ll  say  it,  Christmas)  decorations,  and 
would  work  towards  providing  those  for 
the  Holidays,  as  well  as  the  US  Flags. 
What  do  you  think?  Are  you  up  for  a  little 
“Home  ‘Hood  Decorating”?  It’s  been  my 
experience  that  for  the  ten  years  I’m  lived 
and  worked  around  the  Mission,  folks  are 
always  ready  to  turn  up  for  a  new  idea  if 
there’s  free  food  and  some  cheap  wine 
being  handed  out,  but  few  if  any  are  ready 
to  take  up  a  cause.  Wouldn’t  want  to  start 
this  without  support  that  will  follow 
through. 


©  Business  slow? 

Advertise! 

in  the  New  Mission  News 

Call  Jane  Dixon 
(415)  826-2320 


Lefties  unitel 

The  preceding  declaration  leads  me  to 
another  confession  of  sorts.  It  is  I,  your 
very  own  Mission  Dish,  Jane  Dixon  by 
name,  who  is  the  Left-Handed  activist  of 
very  little  note.  For  more  than  twenty 
years.  I’ve  hosted  parties  (well,  events)  on 
August  13th,  a  day  that  happens  to  be 
National  Left-Handers  Day.  That’s  not 
something  I  made  up;  I  read  it  in  a  now- 
defunct  magazine  devoted  to  left-handed 
people,  their  problems  and,  of  course, 
things  to  sell  for  lefties.  The  Internet  has 
some  information  on  where  to  get  left- 
handed  gear,  and  no,  the  little  place  at  Pier 
39  is  no  longer  there.  My  events  worked 
pretty  well  Back  East:  got  ourselves  writ¬ 
ten  up  a  few  times. 

Do  you  realize  that  at  least  one  person 
in  ten  is  left-handed?  And  I’d  bet  my  left 
arm  that  the  proportion  is  even  greater  here 
on  the  rive  gauche  (left  coast).  Yet  some¬ 
how  the  significance  of  the  difference  is  so 
lost  on  right-handers  that  they,  the  majori¬ 
ty,  rule.  So,  kindly  remember  you  heard  it 
here  first:  the  right-handed  people  rule  in 
ignorance  and  someday,  when  science 
understands  more  about  how  our  brains 
work,  the  phenomenon  of  left-handedness 
will  be  better  understood  and  appreciated. 
(There  has  already  been  a  course  given  at 
UC  Berkeley  on  left-handedness.) 

Then  parents,  teachers  and  everyone 
will  know  that  left-handed  people  are  not 
just  the  opposite  of  right-handed  people; 
there  are  many  variations  of  brain  domi¬ 
nance  in  the  left-handed,  and  only  one  for 
righties.  A  Leonardo  can  only  be  left- 
handed,  for  example.  Don’t  be  looking  for 
the  Left-handed  event  in  The  Mission 
come  this  August  13th.  Cancelled  due  to 
lack  of  interest  Enough  said. 

Welcome  and  welcme  back 

Among  the  comings  and  going  in  the 
Mission  is  that  Classic  Consignment, 
which  used  to  be  on  Valencia  Street  has 
morphed  into  something  new  and  better. 
It’s  called  The  Apartment,  it’s  located  at 
18th  and  Lexington,  on  Lex,  and  Larin  and 
Lino  (former  proprietors  of  Classic 
Consignment)  have  added  a  new  partner. 
May.  The  idea  is  that  they  will  use  the 
actual  (‘tho  non-functional)  apartment 
attached  to  their  storefront  for  displaying 
their  wares,  with  items  for  sale  in  the 
appropriate  rooms.  Neat,  huh? 
Meanwhile,  they’re  up  and  running 
Wednesday  through  Sundays.  Check  it 
out. 

Another  newcomer  is  The  Yoga  Tree, 
and  they  are  providing  walk-in  massages. 
In  other  words,  you  don’t  need  to  call  a 
masseur  or  masseuse  for  an  appointment 
when  you  need  a  massage  right  now,  only 
to  find  them  booked  until  a  week  from 
next  Friday.  They  also  provide  a  full  menu 
of  Yoga  classes  at  so  many  different  times 
that  you’re  sure  to  find  one  to  fit  into  your 
schedule.  The  space  is  everything  you’d 
hope  for— Tara,  who  runs  it,  has  a  suc¬ 
cessful  Yoga  Tree  on  Stanyan  and  was  able 
to  be  choosey  for  her  second  studio.  We 
are  truly  fortunate  to  have  this  new  facility 
in  our  midst.  And  by  the  way,  if  you  know 
what  massages  cost,  you’ll  be  delighted 
with  the  prices  at  The  Yoga  Tree  Mission 
Branch  (puns  always  intended). 

Responses  are  welcome  to  me  at  (415) 
626-2320  or  TheDishatNMN@pol.com. 
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Youth  Rising  on  a  Mission 

Sunrise  Sidewalk  Cleaners 

Call  Todav  for  a  Free  Estimate  41  5-861  -8202 

/ 

Youth  Run  Hi^h  Pressure  Sidewalk  Cleaning 

We  remove  gum,  graffiti,  &  pigeon  droppings. 

Affordable  Rates  and  Special  Discounts 

A  prniii\im  >p< >ii'i  ircfl  hv  the  Bnvs  S;  Girl'  Clubs  ol  San  Francisco 


355  Valencia  Street  San  Francisco  CA  '■HI  05 
(+15)  SO  1 -8202 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

•  Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  “Do-it-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  ♦  Men  &  Women  Mechanics 

•  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 
•Air  Conditioning/Heaters 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Dgive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Check  Engine  Light  •  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability 
Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 

since  1978 
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(415)  285-8588. 

61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  •  S.F.,  CA  94110 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  &  BRYANT  STREETS 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  &  ATM  ACCEPTED 


FREE 
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Stop  worrying  about  injustice  and 
come  out  to  Burning  Man 


It  is  perhaps  because  corporate  leaders 
like  myself  are  distinguished  above  all 
by  the  breadth  of  our  vision  that  we 
find  the  narrow-mindedness  of  those  who 
protest  global  capitalism  so  saddening. 
Take,  for  example,  these  benighted  French 
people  who  regularly  vandalize  their  local 
McDonalds — apparently  out  of  the  con¬ 
viction  that  their  fellow  countrymen  will 
somehow  be  irreparably  harmed  by  eating 
Big  Macs  and  fries  like  the  rest  of  us, 
rather  than  the  frogs,  snails  and  various 
unmentionable  animal  parts  of  which  their 
diet  currently  consists 

Can  there  be  any  doubt  that  these 
xenophobic  foreigners  need  to  expand — or 
perhaps  we  should  say  supersize — their 
horizons,  and  come  to  understand  that 
there  is  a  new  world  out  there  w  lie  re  their 
ridiculous  customs  and  traditions  no 
longer  have  a  place? 

Not,  of  course,  that  our  home-grown 
anti-globalization  activists  are  any  less 
ethnocentric — when  they  attempt,  with  a 
zeal  that  is  nothing  short  of  imperialistic, 
to  impose  an  American  ideology  of  work¬ 
ers’  rights  on  our  nation’s  less  developed 
trading  partners. 

For  just  because  American  proletari¬ 
ans  are,  unfortunately,  all  too  willing  to 
allow  their  work-lives  to  be  regimented  by 
draconian  safety  codes  and  onerous  mini¬ 
mum  wage  laws,  there  is  no  reason  to  pre¬ 
sume  that,  say,  the  former  university  stu¬ 
dent  employed  stitching  running  shoes  in  a 
Chinese  re-education  facility  is  equally 
ready  to  betray  the  cause  of  economic  lib¬ 
erty.  After  all,  he  did  in  all  likelihood  end 
up  in  his  current  situation  precisely 
because  twelve  years  ago  in  Tiananmen 
Square  he  was  so  eager  to  stand  up  for 
freedom. 

What  is  particularly  hurtful,  though, 
to  caring  executives  like  me  is  that  these 
activists  never  express  any  gratitude  for  all 
the  wonderful  things  multinational  corpo¬ 
rations  do  to  enhance  not  only  our  cultural 
life  but  our  civic  life  too.  For,  just  as,  say. 
General  Electric  or  ADM  raise  the  tone  of 
our  public  television  system  through  their 
generous  support  of  quality  programming 
like  The  McLaughlin  Group  and 
NewsHour  with  Jim  Lehrer,  so  they  and 
other  corporate  citizens  underwrite  a  far 
more  important  national  institution:  our 


body  politic — sponsoring  quality  candi¬ 
dates  like  George  W.  Bush,  and  thus 
staving  off  the  cheapening  and  vulgariza¬ 
tion  of  democracy  that  inevitably  ensues 
when  elections  become  a  mere  tool  for  the 
ignorant  masses  to  inflict  their  wrong¬ 
headed  choices  on  the  rest  of  us. 

Of  course,  many  of  you  hav  e  been  led 
to  believe  that  corporate  interests,  and  the 
wealthy  and  patrician  politicians  they 
back,  are  greedy,  self-serving,  and  care  lit¬ 
tle  for  losers  like  you.  Yet  a  brief  glance  at 
the  newspapers  will  show  that  the  opposite 
is  in  fact  the  case:  for  did  President  Bush 
introduce  his  tax  cut  with  any  other  goal  in 
mind  than  to  ensure  that  working  families 
would  have  more  money  in  their  pockets? 
And  why  else  would  Supervisor  Newsom 
be  so  adamantly  opposed  to  the  Board’s 
despicable  anti-tenancies-in-common  leg¬ 
islation,  than  because  he  believes  that 
TICs  are  simply  the  best  means  to  ensure 
that  the  little  people  can  become  home- 
owners  too? 

It  is  high  time,  there  for  the  activists 
among  you  to  accept  that  important  deci¬ 
sions  about  your  future  should  be  left  to 
those  of  us  whose  vision  is  more  global 
than  yours  and  who  honestly  have  nothing 
but  your  best  interests  at  heart.  When  you 
do,  you  will  no  doubt  feel  quite  embar¬ 
rassed  that  you  were  duped  into  wasting 
your  time  volunteering  for  all  those  silly 
causes — not  to  mention  ashamed  of  the 
many  baseless  accusations  you  leveled 
against  your  betters  in  the  heat  of  your 
misguided  passion. 

So  allow  me  to  suggest  how  you  can 
both  find  new  structure  and  purpose  in 
your  lives  and  make  amends  to  those  you 
have  so  grievously  slandered.  Stop  worry¬ 
ing  about  injustice,  economic  rights  and  all 
that  other  divisive  dogma,  and  instead 
devote  yourselves  to  something  which 
actually  brings  the  classes  together:  get 
involved  with  Burning  Man,  w  here  enthu¬ 
siastic  and  gullible  bohemian  volunteers 
are  always  welcome,  and  where,  thanks  to 
the  event’s  increasing  popularity  among 
the  Bay  Area’s  corporate  elite,  people  like 
you  can  give  back  to  your  superiors — by 
donating  your  creativity  and  hard  work  to 
ensure  that  they  enjoy  a  truly  marvelous 
desert  vacation. 


KING 


Refrigeration 


Serving  the  Community  for  37  Years!  WE  BUY  &  SELL 


WE’LL  BEAT  ANY 


2793 18th  St.  ?,sr  415-431-0255 
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Ed’s  Redeeming  Qualities  (L  to  R)  Dorn  Leone,  Dan  Leone,  Carrie  Bradley  and  Nino  Perotta 


Premier 


Dr,  Andrew  F  Caiman  and  Associates 
1 3201  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco 
www. premier-eyecare.com 


m 


_ 


•  The  latest  Eyewear  Fashions 

»  Revolutionary  Lens  Technology 

•  Some-day  Eye  Exams  Available 

•  Personal  Attention 

•  Contact  lenses,  LASIK 

•  Brown  &  Toland  Members  Accepted 

•  Free  Validated  Forking 


41  5. <548. 3600 


The  Phoenix  Bar 

811  Valencia  Street 


Valet  Parking  Full. Bar 

'Private  Parties  Happy  Hour 

Business  Lunches  Lunch  and  Dinner 

Breakfast  Meetings  Brunch  Saturday  and  Sunday 


Phone  695-1811 


Steppin'  Out 


by  Sonny  Smith 


Dom  Leone’s  distinguished  career 


Only  about  five  or  six  people  living 
in  San  Francisco-  in  fact 
California-  ever  met  songwriter 
Dom  Leone,  and  yet  he’s  had  what  you 
might  call  a  “distinguished  career”  here.  A 
Special  Tribute  CD  release  party  dedicated 
to  Leone  will  be  happening  at  the  Bottom 
of  the  Hill  on  August  16th  and  17th  for 
two  consecutive  nights.  It  will  feature 
some  of  this  town’s  biggest  bands  as  well 
as  a  handful  from  the  East  Coast,  and  it 
will  be  sold  out. 

If  you’ve  been  bouncing  around  the 
music  scene  in  this  town  long  enough  and 
you  remember  back  to  the  days  of  the 
Albion,  Star  Cleaners,  and  the  Chameleon, 
you  might  just  have  caught  Ed’s 
Redeeming  Qualities  when  they  were 
playing  all  over  this  town,  and  particularly 
in  the  Mission.  Dom  Leone  was  one  of  the 
four  original  members  of  Ed’s  with  his 
cousin  Dan  Leone,  Carrie  Bradley  and 
Nino  Perotta. 

But  this  line-up  never  existed  in  San 
Francisco:  it  began  in  Portsmouth, 
Massachusetts  or  thereabouts.  Four  song¬ 
writers  slapped  together,  all  coming  out  of 
graduate  school  back  in  Boston.  Ed’s  made 
a  splash  among  the  East  Coast  under¬ 
ground  with  a  couple  of  successful  demos, 
and  soon  became  an  aboveground  splash 
in  Boston. 

Then,  just  as  their  fame  was  at  its 
peak,  Dom  succumbed  to  cancer  and  died 
at  the  age  of  29,  leaving  behind  25  truly 
original  songs  and  a  small  handful  of  short 
stories.  Well... the  band  picked  up  the 
pieces  and  moved  out  west  in  a  maroon 
LTD  and  an  Oldsmobile. 

They  came  to  San  Francisco  to  start  a 
new  life.  And  they  kept  playing  Dom’s 
songs,  as  well  as  their  own,  all  over  this 
city,  put  out  four  albums  and  toured  exten¬ 
sively;  a  movie  was  even  made,  based 
directly  on  the  band  (Ed’s  Next  Move). 
One  of  his  songs,  Drivin  ’  on  9,  was  cov¬ 
ered  by  the  Breeders,  who  took  it  around 
the  world,  gave  it  commercial  radio  play, 
picked  up  Bradley  on  violin  and  helped 
Ed’s  become  a  college  radio  regular. 

Try  to  imagine  the  Breeders  at  their 
zenith,  playing  Drivin’  on  9  for  seventy 
thousand  people  holding  their  hands  over 
their  head  with  their  lighters  at  a  rock  sta¬ 
dium  in  Nuremberg,  and  you  can  begin  to 
see  just  how  far  this  very  shy  songwriter’s 
work  traveled  and  grew.  The  Ed’s  albums 
were  dedicated  to  Dom,  and  presented  his 
drawings  on  the  covers  and  on  t-shirts. 
After  his  death,  a  special  memorial  writing 
competition  and  accompanying  festival 
was  created  in  his  name,  back  in  Ohio 
where  he  was  from. 

The  band  helped  Dom  record  some  of 
his  25  songs  on  a  home  recording  machine 
before  he  died:  the  rest  were  gathered  from 


desperate  home  recordings  he  made  alone. 
There  they  were;  25  perfect  songs.  Those 
25  songs  are  brilliant  in  their  simplicity, 
sincerity  and  black  humor.  The  ‘25  songs’ 
is  a  sensation  not  unlike  Robert  Johnson’s 
29  songs.  In  fact,  there  is  a  distinctive  sim¬ 
ilarity  between  the  two  in  that  the  very 
style  in  which  they  are  played  on  acoustic 
guitar  is  deceptively  simple,  very  soulful, 
and  each  one  is  a  fully  realized  song  dis¬ 
tinct  from  the  others. 

Both  men  had  a  unique  style  of 
singing  and  delivery  and,  of  course,  Robert 
Johnson  also  died  at  a  young  age.  A  feel¬ 
ing  of  mystery  and  almost  poetic  beauty  is 
added  by  the  fact  that  their  songs  were 
never,  say,  sullied  by  a  future  gone  com¬ 
mercial  or  by  a  cheesy  follow-up  album,  or 
other  modern-day  scenarios.  The  songs 
also  share  a  similarity  with  those  of  anoth¬ 
er  American,  almost-mythie,  character: 
Stephen  Foster.  Creator  of  many  American 
campfire  classics  -  Old  Kentucky  Home, 
Hard  Times,  Oh,  Susannah,  etc  -  Foster 
captured  a  keen  sense  of  Americana. 

In  the  same  way,  Leone’s  songs  carry 
a  distinct  feeling  of  America  in  them, 
albeit  with  more  wry  wit  and  sardonic 
humor  than  Foster’s.  You  could  sing  them 
at  a  campfire,  but  they  contain  enough 
Mark  Twain-style  wit  that  you  wouldn’t 
feel  like  a  cheeseball,  as  you  might  singing 
Oh,  Susannah.  They’re  classic  American 
tunes! 

“He  was  just  the  kind  of  guy  that 
would  jump  in  his  car  one  day  and  drive 
across  the  country,  on  a  whim,  just  taking 
off,”  Bradley  says.  The  fact  that  his  songs 
aren’t  as  prevalent  as  Foster’s,  or  Woody 
Guthrie’s,  isn’t  a  reflection  of  the  quality 
of  his  songs  but  a  reflection  of  the  times 
we’re  livin’  in,  and  of  the  fact  that  the  only 
way  you’ll  find  yourself  in  the  national 
consciousness  these  days  is  to  practically 
be  a  television  personality. 

The  25  songs  appear  speckled 
throughout  Ed’s  4  CDs  with  vocals  done 
by  Dan  Leone  or  Carrie  Bradley  or  Nino 
Perotta  or  Jonah  Winter.  But  that  original 
home  recording  was-  up  until  now-  just  a 
source  of  material  for  the  band  and  close 

friends.  Finally,  a  producer  and  old  frienl 
from  the  East  Coast  stepped  in  and  took  it 
upon  himself  to  produce  a  tribute  album. 
He  sent  this  home  recording  out  to  all  the 
various  bands  in  S.F.  and  the  East  Coast 
that  had  played  with  Ed’s  through  the 
years,  and  out  of  their  responses  came  this 
new  tribute  album. 

Someday  perhaps  a  CD  of  those  orig¬ 
inal  home  recordings  will  be  released, 
showcasing  his  songs  simply  and  deliber¬ 
ately  in  his  own  laconic,  almost  matter-of- 
fact  singing  style  that  makes  the  sardonic 
and  often  ironic  lyrics  even  more  poignant. 
But  until  then,  you  can  hear  his  songs  as 
interpreted  by  the  likes  of  100  Watt  Smile, 
Granfaloon  Bus,  Fuck,  the  Buckets,  86, 
Warm  Wires,  the  new  up-and-coming  nim¬ 
bly  eclectic  post-modem  San  Francisco 
sensation  Honeybone,  as  well  as  some 
amazing  bands  from  the  other  coast...  not 
to  mention  the  grand  reunion  of  Ed’s 
Redeeming  Qualities  itself  at  the  Bottom 
of  the  Hill,  Thursday  and  Friday  nights, 
August  16th  and  17th. 
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Hellhole  here  we  come 

Editor, 

The  recently  enacted  Mission 
Moratorium  has  sealed  the  fate  of  the 
Mission  to  remain  and  become  the  welfare 
hellhole  of  San  Francisco.By  insisting  that 
25%  of  new  housing  be  "affordable"  guar¬ 
anties  that  no  new  housing  will  be  built  by 
the  private  sector.  The  city  may  build 
some,  but  like  all  city  construction,  it  will 
be  cheaply  constructed  at  great  expense. 

By  closing  down  all  new  commercial 
development  except  "neighborhood  serv¬ 
ing"  entities,  the  new  bohemia  will  be 
stopped  in  its  tracks.  Only  Government 
services  and  nonprofit  need  apply.  This 
will  assure  that  the  area  becomes  increas¬ 
ingly  welfare  dependent  and  without  hope. 
This  is  billed  as  a  temporary  moratorium, 
but  I  have  yet  to  see  a  temporary  moratori¬ 
um  that  has  not  become  permanent. 

James  Keefer 


Still  Itoldin’on 

Dear  Editor: 

I  am  still  waiting  for  Mr.  Shaw  to 
reply  to  Joan  (no  relation)  Holden:  when 
will  the  tenants'  movement  explain  how 
Prop  H  will  not  force  small  landlords  (of 
which  there  are  many  in  this  area)  to  sell, 
or  that  TT  will  be  good  for  tenants. 

He  launches  into  a  diatribe  about 
'failed  meetings'  of  the  past,  as  if  ego  grat¬ 
ification  on  the  part  of  negotiators  was  the 
requisite  ingredient,  rather  than  tenants' 
benefits.  One  of  the  lack  of  benefits  in 
Prop  H  (assuming  it  holds  up  in  court, 
winch  appears  unlikely)  is  that  tenants 
have  no  choice  under  its  provisions.  It  is 
one  thing  to  protect  vulnerable  renters 
from  unwanted  overcharges;  but  it  is 
another  to  illegalize  any  improvements  for 
which  tenants  would  gladly  pay  (and  land¬ 
lords  would  front  the  bill).  Is  that  his  idea 
of  "helping"  tenants? 

I  thought  the  gist  of  consumer  protec¬ 
tion  was  to  give  the  consumers  choice  in 
matters  affecting  them,  not  to  make  blan¬ 
ket  prohibition  eliminating  choice.  I 
know,  I  know,  he  will  claim  that  tenants 
just  haven't  benefited  (enough).  In  actual¬ 
ity  SanFrancisco  tenants  are  in  a  virtual 
class  among  themselves  regards  benefits 
in  this  land,  enjoying  protections  and 
rights  that  virtually  no  other  place  has. 
Even  NYC  is  seeing  rollbacks  to  its  vaunt¬ 
ed  rent  control  structure. 

I  will  wager  that  in  SF  at  least  70%  are 
paying  less  than  they  would  pay  in  virtual¬ 
ly  any  other  city  in  CA**,  and  many  are 
paying  less  than  in  other  cities  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  And  to  then  make  it  such  that  25%  of 
the  SF  housing  stock  (the  2-4  units  typi- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


cally  owned  by  small  landlords  like 
Holden)  is  precluded  for  preserving  and 
protecting  recourse  for  those  structures; 
does  this  seem  like  a  "benefit  to  tenants"? 
In  fact  it  darkly  previsions  a  takeover  by 
larger  entities  (non-profits  like  THC??),  or 
even  corporate  REIT  monsters  which  can 
mean  little  good  for  renters. 

Of  course  my  question  also  went 
unanswered:  if  Mr.  Shaw  is  so  interested  in 
benefiting  tenants  (instead  of  bolstering 
egos  of  their  "patrician  protectors")  why 
doesn't  he  lobby  for  extending  rent  con¬ 
trols  to  tenants  in  the  non-profit  housing, 
such  as  the  800+  units  Mr.  Shaw's  THC 
controls?  Aren't  the  most  vulnerable  also 
worthy  of  "protections"  that  he  would 
force  the  plural  Holdens  to  abide  by? 

Peter  (no  relation  to  Joan)  Holden 

**  Apt.  industry  experts  estimate  that 
30%  or  rental  units  in  apt.  buildings  are  at 
market  rate.  This  figure  would  prove  high 
for  small  buildings,  where  typically  ten¬ 
ants  remain  much  longer,  therefore  pay  far 
less  than  'market. ' 

Thanks! 

Editor 

Thank  you  for  the  wonderful  write-up 
of  the  Horace  Mann  Middle  School  mural 
featured  in  the  July  issue  of  the  New 
Mission  News.  It's  been  a  wonderful  pro¬ 
ject.  I'm  sure  the  kids  and  their  families 
will  get  a  big  kick  out  of  seeing  themselves 
in  your  paper  as  well. 

Thanks  again! 

Josef  Norris 

Dynamic  duo 

Editor: 

What  a  delightful  issue!  "The  Dish," 
written  by  Jane  Dixon,  is  my  personal 
favorite  column  and  "Stepping  Out"  by 
Sonny  Smith  was  such  a  nice  complement 
to  The  Dish  It  makes  me  remember  when 
reading  newspapers  was  a  moving  experi¬ 
ence,  and  had  columns  which  could  be 
taken  to  heart,  like  the  days  of  Herb  Caere 
Keep  up  the  good  work;  I  love  the  new  feel 
of  the  paper. 

Alice  B.,  longtime  Mission  resident 


NEW.  VINIAGE  AND  RECYCLED  SHOES  FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 

877  Valencia  Street 
Open  everyday  12-7PM 

TAKE  BOLD  STEPS 
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THE  SMART  ALTERNATIVE 


'Reliable,  clean  vehicles  ■Low  rates-  Daily,  weekly,  monthly 
"Locally  owned  &  Family  Operated  ■  Open  7  days  a  week 
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mn/^sNRECK 


(415)  282-6293 
2955  3rd  street 

Between  Cesar  Chavez 
and  25th  street 


Free  pick  up  in 

the  Mission! 


Would  you  buy  fish 
from  just  anybody? 


Probably  not...especially  after  you  visit 
Mission  Market  Fish  &  Poultry. 


Family  owned  and  operated  in  the  Mission  District  for  22  years, 
Bob  still  buys  fresh  local  fish  early  each  morning.  We  cook  fresh 
crab  right  on  the  premises,  and  are  happy  to  clean,  crack, 
butterfly,  slice,  or  fillet  your  selections  just  the  way  you  like  them. 
And  don't  forget  to  check  out 
our  wide  selection  of 
California-grown  poultry. 

2590  Mission  Street  ^155^  W 

San  Francisco  (415)  282-3331 
Inside  the  Mission  Market  Food  Mall  FISH  &  POULTRY 
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'M  ■■ 


MktEQftfE  RESTAURANT 


INC 
D  Au 


e  Best  MARGARITA* 

c  MEXICAN  CUISINE  , 


in  the  Bay  aRea 

WEEKEND 
BRUNCH 

*rT$€&Ttl  11AM-2PM 

*  SATURDAY 

55.&20*  AND  SUNDAY 


Since  1973 


SYNERGY 

SCHOOL/- 


Grades  K-8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 


415-567-6177 


www.synergy.pvt.k1 2.ca.us 
1387  Valencia  St.  at  25th 
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Hormone  Replacement  Therapy 


Among  the  most  common  medical 
treatments  being  given  today  are 
forms  of  hormone  replacement 
therapy  for  women  going  through  and  after 
menopause.  One  of  the  most  important 
reasons  for  this  treatment  is  the  prevention 
of  osteoporosis,  a  deterioration  in  the  qual¬ 
ity  and  strength  of  bones  due  to  hormonal 
changes  during  this  time.  Another  reason 
for  advocating  this  therapy  is  the  preven¬ 
tion  of  heart  disease.  The  therapy  has 
become  so  popular  now  that  doctors  often 
adv  ocate  it  w  ithout  any  clinical  reasons  to 
do  so,  merely  as  a  preventative  treatment. 

However,  a  recent  report  has  chal¬ 
lenged  the  assumptions  of  its  effect  on  pre¬ 
vention  of  heart  disease,  as  reported  in  the 
San  Francisco  Chronicle  on  July  24th.  In 
fact,  the  report  said  that  for  women  who 
already  have  heart  disease,  and  for  a  small 
number  of  healthy  women,  the  treatment 
might  actually  increase  the  risk  of  stroke 
or  heart  attack.  The  newspaper  article  stat¬ 
ed  that  another  large  study  would  be  com¬ 
pleted  by  2005  that  will  track  27,000 
women  receiving  either  hormone  therapy 
or  placebo. 

The  use  of  hormone  therapy  has 
alway  s  been  controversial,  and  some  stud¬ 
ies  have  shown  that  it  can  increase  the  risk 
of  breast  cancer.  Also,  the  evidence  sup¬ 
porting  its  use  in  osteoporosis  is  conflict¬ 
ing.  Some  studies  have  shown  that  in 
order  for  bone  densities  to  be  increased, 
hormones  have  to  be  given  for  up  to  10 
years,  and  that  once  they  are  discontinued, 
the  bone  density  levels  decline  to  the  same 


level  as  those  of  women  who  do  not  take 
hormones  (New  England  Journal  of 
Medicine,  14  Oct  1993). 

Another  concern  widely  written  about 
today  is  the  use  of  synthetic  hormones 
instead  of  more  “natural”  forms  of  estro¬ 
gen  and  progesterone,  the  hormones  used 
in  the  therapy.  A  new  book  by  Christine 
Northrop  discusses  this  in  detail  and  is 
well  worth  reading  *Lf  you  are  considering 
this  therapy.  It  will  give  you  the  informa¬ 
tion  you  need  to  know  to  discuss  the  topic 
with  your  doctor. 

Taking  hormones  for  a  short  period  of 
time  for  severe  symptoms  of  menopause 
such  as  hot  flashes,  emotional  swings,  and 
night  sweats  can  be  effective.  However, 
alternative  therapies  such  as  homeopathy 
and  acupuncture  can  also  effectively  treat 
these  symptoms,  as  well  as  other  issues 
such  as  bone  density  and  one’s  overall 
health  through  this  period.  To  prevent 
bone  loss,  other  therapies  such  as  nutri¬ 
tional  supplementation  with  emphasis  on 
minerals  such  as  calcium,  magnesium  and 
zinc  should  be  considered.  Calcium  sup¬ 
plements  generally  should  not  be  taken 
alone  as  they  can  leach  out  other  minerals, 
especially  magnesium. 

People  have  accused  medicine  of 
making  menopause  into  a  disease,  whereas 
many  women  go  through  this  period  with¬ 
out  much  problem  and  therefore  probably 
don’t  need  to  take  anything  for  it.  For 
those  who  do  suffer  acute  symptoms  of 
menopause,  it  is  good  to  look  at  all  the 
options  available. 
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HARRINGTON BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 

We  Buy  &  Sell  Everything 
for  Home  &  Office 
Old,  Like  New  &  Antique 


10  a. in.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday*.  ' 


Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


Pet  of 
the  month 


I’m  Gretchen,  a  real  curie  with  a  fabu¬ 
lous  smile.  I’m  a  1-year-old  German 
Shepherd  mix  waiting  for  adoption  at 
the  San  Francisco  SPCA.  I  know  basic 
commands  and  I’ve  been  taking  training 
classes  to  polish  my  obedience  skills.  I’m 
perfecting  my  “stays”  and  “comes,”  prac¬ 
ticing  to  walk  nicely  on  leash  and  getting 
my  doggie  manners  down  pat  Best  of  all, 
I’m  a  huge  people  fan — I  love  everyone  I 
meet.  (L  don’t  like  all  dogs,  but  I  enjoy 
playing  with  certain  canine  friends).  I  love 
hiking,  playing  fetch  and  romping  on  the 
beach. 

In  other  words,  I  need  plenty  of  exer¬ 
cise.  All  dogs  do.  Without  it,  we  get  bored 
and  frustrated,  and  that  leads  to  behavior 
problems.  Walks  are  not  enough  exercise 
for  dogs.  Of  course,  we  like  to  get  out  and 
sniff  around.  But  exercise  means  exertion. 
We  need  to  play  high-energy  games,  like 
fetch  or  Frisbee.  And  we  need  regular  off- 
leash  exercise. 

I  also  enjoy  Agility,  and  I’m  really 
good  at  if  if  I  do  say  so  myself.  Agility  is 
the  fastest  growing  dog  sport  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  it’s  lots  of  fun.  We  run  through  an 
obstacle  course  of  ramps,  tunnels,  teeter- 
totters  and  jumps.  It’s  a  super  combination 
of  exercise,  mental  stimulation,  and  confi¬ 
dence-building. 

If  you’re  looking  for  an  enthusiastic 


jogging  partner  or  a  companion  for  out¬ 
door  adventures.  I’m  your  girl.  I  will  be  a 
wonderful,  loving  addition  to  an  active 
household  with  kids  over  13  and  no  cats.  If 
you  are  interested  in  adopting  me,  come 
visit  me  at  The  San  Francisco  SPCA, 
2500- 16th  Street  San  Francisco,  CA 
94103.  415-554-3000.  www.sfspca.org 
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The  Phoenix  is  a  stylish  but  not  too  stylish  pub. 


Everybody  has  a  good  time  at  Phoenix 

New  Valencia  Street  pub  offers  pleasing  fare  for  lunch  or  dinner 


Work  Related  Injury  Treatment 
Physical  Examinations 
Ergonomic  Evaluations 
Drug  Testing 
Laboratory  &  X-Ray 
Physical  Therapy 
Pharmacy 


By  Jane  Anne  Doherty 

Having  trouble  keeping  up  with  the 
comings  and  goings  of  Mission 
eateries  and  water  holes?  Same 
here.  So  we  checked  out  Phoenix  on 
Valencia  near  19th  recently  and  have  quite 
a  bit  to  report. 

First,  it  is  owned  and  operated  by  the 
same  powers  who  have  Liberties.  And  if 
you  know  Liberties,  you’ll  not  be  sur¬ 
prised  when  you  hear  lots  of  Irish  accents 
on  both  sides  of  the  bar.  Indeed,  it  has 
much  of  tire  same  feeling  as  Liberties — a 
good  Irish  Pub.  That  translates  to  two  pre¬ 
dominant  offerings:  great  brews  and  a  fine 
selection  of  foods,  featuring  a  Good  Irish 
Potato.  (“A  good  Irish  potada”  is  actually 
one  word  if  you’re  Irish — Like  “Damn 
Yankee”  is  one  word  if  you’re  from  the 
South.) 

The  establishment  is  open  every  day 
from  “half-ten”  (10:30  am)  until  regular 
closing  at  two  am.  The  kitchen  operates 
during  the  whole  day,  giving  those  of  us 
who  don’t  do  the  nine  to  five  thing  a 
chance  to  have  a  meal  whenever  it  suits. 

As  for  drink,  the  beers  and  ales  in  bot¬ 
tles  or  on  tap  are  plentiful.  Want  a 
“shandy’?  No  problem,  coming  right  up. 
There  is  also  a  well-priced  selection  of 
wine  by  the  glass  or  bottle  and  the  full 
range  of  spirits.  Further,  Phoenix  offers  a 
number  of  specialty  cocktails  like  the 
Martini  Mudslide  (Vanilla  Stoli  Vodka, 
Bailey’s  Irish  Cream,  Kahlua  and  cream.) 

What’s  not  to  like  about  that? 
Alternatively,  you  could  try  the  Malibu 
Breeze  with  Meyer’s  Coconut  Rum, 
pineapple  and  cranberry  juices  over  ice. 
There  are  no  desserts  on  the  menu,  but 
what  a  fine  substitute  these  concoctions 
provide.  Priced  at  $5.50  or  $6.00,  they 
give  your  sweet  tooth  a  bargain  bang. 

The  menu  is  well  thought  out  and  lias 
something  for  everyone.  Lunch  is  only 
slightly  different  from  dinner,  and  since 
we’ve  sampled  both,  here’s  an  idea  of  all 
the  offerings. 

The  appetizers  are  a  delight,  and  sev¬ 
eral  are  more  than  enough  for  two.  Take 
the  potato  nachos  (Macho  Nachos?)  for 
instance:  a  platter  laden  with  steak  fries, 
topped  with  melted  cheddar,  black  beans, 
fresh  salsa,  sour  cream  and  guacamole. 
The  Buttermilk-Battered  Onion  Rings  are 
the  real  deal  and  come  with  a  thick  aioli 
for  dipping. 

One  late  afternoon  we  made  a  small 
meal  of  the  Honey  Glazed  Sesame  Shrimp, 
which  come  already  peeled  on  a  bed  of 
excellent  mixed  greens  and  sauced  with  a 
sweet  ginger  soy  blend.  It’s  the  rare 
Irishman  who  knows  his  fresh  greens,  and 


the  whole  plate  was  so  satisfying  that  to 
eat  more  was  unthinkable.  The  potato 
shows  up  in  other  appetizer  choices: 
French  fries  with  either  garlic  and  cilantro, 
fresh  Parmesan,  Cajun  seasoning,  or 
homemade  cuny  toppings.  The  range  of 
prices  on  these  and  all  the  appetizers  is 
$5.00  to  $7.50. 


Millennium  Occupational  Medicine 


Two  locations  serving  the  needs  of  business  and  industry 


Entrees  include  a  number  of  sand¬ 
wiches  for  lunch — burgers,  grilled  chick¬ 
en,  and  Philly  cheese  steaks,  all  of  which 
are  accompanied  by  Twice  Fried  Potatoes. 
There  are  a  couple  of  salads,  with  or  with¬ 
out  grilled  chicken.  Every  day  Phoenix 
offers  a  pasta  special  and  possibly  another 
changing  special. 

For  dinner  entrees,  the  choices 
include  several  beef  selections.  You  might 
want  to  try  the  New  York  sirloin  with  (no 
Blarney)  yet  another  preparation  of  the 
good  Irish  potato.  They  call  it  Fondant 
Potatoes,  and  the  waitress  said  it  was  pota¬ 
toes  cooked  in  a  rich  reduction  of  stock. 
There  are  Barbequed  baby  back  ribs,  a 
roast  pork  loin  with  grilled  apple  and  red 
onion  marmalade,  and  several  fish  selec¬ 
tions.  These  include,  but  aren’t  necessar¬ 
ily  limited  to,  roasted  salmon  with  wild 
mushroom  and  tomato  risotto  and  tempu¬ 
ra-battered  cod  filet 

Everybody  has  a  good  time  at 
Phoenix — the  Pub  experience  often 
appeals  to  the  younger  folks,  and  some¬ 
times  it  gets  loud.  The  music  is  carefully 
chosen,  but  when  the  place  is  full,  don’t 
expect  to  hear  much  music  or  to  have  an 
intimate  chat.  However,  because  of  the 
hours  of  operation,  should  you  want  a 
quiet  quaff  or  two  at  Phoenix,  go  at  an  off 
time.  You’ll  be  having  a  warm  welcome 
and  a  fine  time  whenever  you  get  to 
Phoenix. 


Phoenix  is  located  at  811  Valencia  Street 
near  20th,  is  wheelchair  accessible,  and 
accepts  reservations  and  credit  cards. 
Private  parties  are  available;  parking  is 
usually  available  at  21st  and  Bartlett 
Parking.  The  phone  number  is 
415.695.1811. 


Advertise! 

in  the  New  Mission  News 

Call  Jane  Dixon 
(415)  826-2320 


MOM  @  Bayview  MOM  @  St.  Luke's 

6301  3rd  Street  2nd  Floor  1580  Valencia  Suite  301 

San  Francisco,  CA  94124  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

Appointments 

415.330.1800  415. 641. MOMS  (6667) 

Information  and  Company  Registration:  415.641.6406 
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Do  you  have  thoughts  about 
owning  your  own  home? 

^Don’t  think  you’ll  ever  be  able  to  afford  it? 

If  you  answered  yes  to  either  of  these  questions,  the  San 
Francisco  Homeownership  Center  is  the  place  to  be!  The 
Center  serves  as  an  educational  service  for  low-moderate 
income  individuals  interested  in  homeownership  in  the  Bay 
Area. 


The  Center's  services  include;  educational  seminars, 
individual  sessions,  referrals  to  lenders  and  realtors, 


monthly  affordable  housingHis^ings,  and  much  more! 
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“COST:  FREB  . 

If  you  request  a  credit  report  with  our  agency 
[  the  ce$tiis  $15. 

Call  Us!  (41^  282-3334  ext.  5 
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Ma^fli^firsLmoyel 
Sign  up  for  an  orientation  today! 


Our  Bilingual  Services  Include: 

•  San  Francisco  Business  consultation  and  Loan  Packaging 

•  Commercial  Real  Estate  Consultation  &  Assistance 


•  Home  Childcare  Business  Assistance 


Mission  Economic  Development  Association 
www.medasf.org  415-282-3334 
3505  20th  St  (@  Mission) 
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Building  Community 

CITY  COLLEGE 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

www.ccsf.org 


The  Big  Red  One 

Some  questions  are  answered  but  oth¬ 
ers  are  raised  about  the  mysterious 
Red  Man  at  the  Red  Man  Show,  a 
mixed-media  exhibit  at  the  newly  opened 
Back  Room  Gallery.  The  rubicund  one, 
also  known  as  Prince  Mata  Siete  (Killer  of 
Seven)  and  Prince  Charm  Patel,  has 
worked  his  curious  spell  on  Mission  resi¬ 
dents  for  decades.  This  will  be  the  first  art 
exhibition  in  which  he  is  the  thematic  cen¬ 
ter,  but  perhaps  not  the  last  The  Red  Man 
mystique  lias  legs.  The  show  runs  through 
August  20. 

Next  month  the  Gallery  hosts  the  4 


Chris  Show:  paintings,  drawings  and 
sculptures  by  Chris  Corales,  Christopher 
Garret,  Chris  Johanson  and  Chris  Lindig. 
There  will  be  an  opening  reception  on 
August  24th  at  8  pm. 

The  opening  of  this  new  gallery 
shows  that  the  community  still  has  plenty 
of  spunk  and  creative  spark  in  the  dawn  of 
the  post  dot-com  era,  which,  luckily  for  us, 
appears  to  be  Red  Man  friendly. 

The  Back  Room  Gallery  is  located, 
appropriately,  in  the  back  room  of  Adobe 
Books  at  3 166  16th  Street  and  is  open  10- 
12  daily. 
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Esta  Noche 

Presenta 

TARDEADAS 

TODOS  LOS  DOMINGOS  k 
COMENZANDO  A  LAS  4:00  P.M. 
SHOW  DE  UVA  LUNA  A  LAS  7:00  P.M. 


k 

k 

k 


Betier  Informed  Older  Adults  Keep  Medical  Costs  Oown 


HOT  POOS  *  PRINKS 
PANCINd  *  PJ.  ECLIPSE 


*  FU1 Y  AFTERNOONS  k 

k  EVERY  SUNDAY  k 
k  STARTS  AT  4:00  P.M.  k 

SHOW  WITH  UVA  LUNA  AT  7:00  P.M. 
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ESTA  NOCHE 


3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  (415)  861-5757 

BETWEEN  MISSION  &  VALENCIA 


A  recent  study  conducted  by  the 
National  Institute  of  Aging  shows 
that  older  Americans  are  enjoying 
more  vigorous  old  age.  Kenneth  G. 
Manton,  Duke  University  researcher  and 
co-author  of  the  study,  says,  “Improved 
medical  care,  diet,  exercise  and  public 
health  awareness  in  recent  decades  have 
all  contributed  to  a  more  vigorous  and 
healthy  old  age.” 

“Older  Americans,”  explains  Manton, 
“now  arc  better  educated,  take  better  care 
of  themselves,  and  are  taking  advantage  of 
new  medical  knowledge  about  how  to  stay 
healthy.” 

The  study’s  statistics  demonstrate 
how  healthier  lifestyles  translate  into  big 
savings  for  the  American  public.  In  one 
example,  tire  study  reports:  “The  reduction 
in  the  rate  of  elderly  disability  saved  the 
Medicare  fund  about  3.7  billion  in  1999 
alone,  and  could  extend  the  solvency  of 
that  fund  well  past  the  middle  of  this  cen¬ 
tury.” 

City  College  of  San  Francisco’s  new 
course,  “Medical  Options,  picks  up  on 
this  forward  trend  in  public  health  aware¬ 


ness  and  education.  After  examining  the 
research  Dr.  R.  Wood  Massi,  chairperson 
of  the  Older  Adults  Department,  wanted  a 
new  course  to  address  the  health  needs  of 
the  older  adult  population.  The  format  of 
“Medical  Options”,  a  supportive-expres¬ 
sive  environment,  is  based  on  the  work  of 
Dr.  David  Spiegel  of  Stanford  University’s 
School  of  Medicine.  Dr.  Spiegel  demon¬ 
strated  that  working  with  women  with  ter¬ 
minal  disease  in  a  supportive  therapeutic 
environment  not  only  improved  the  quali¬ 
ty  of  life,  but  significantly  enhanced  sur¬ 
vival  time. 

“Medical  Options”:  empowers  adults 
to  expand  their  knowledge  of  medical 
options,  enables  them  to  find  internal 
motivational  drives  to  maintain  their  self- 
care  programs,  encourages  them  to  devel¬ 
op  an  investigative  reporter’s  instinct  for 
finding  credible  news  sources  and  to  syn¬ 
thesize  divergent  perspectives,  mobilizes 
them  to  participate  in  assertive  communi¬ 
cation  with  all  their  health  professionals, 
and  introduces  them,  through  hands-on 
interactions  with  experts,  to  alternative 
medical  options  validated  by  scientific; 
research  but  still  steeped  in  myth. 
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Mentors  needed 

If  you  have  some  free  time  on  your 
hands  and  would  like  to  give  some¬ 
thing  back  to  the  community, 
Huckleberry  Youth  Programs  is  now 
recruiting  MENTORS  for  at-risk  youth: 
The  Mentor  Program  is  a  new  component 
of  the  Community  Assessment  and 
Referral  Center  (CARC),  a  program  at  the 
center  of  San  Francisco’s  efforts  to  reform 
the  juvenile  justice  system.  CARC  is  a 
citywide  juvenile  justice  diversion  project 


The  Prisoners’  Literacy  Project 

The  future  and  the  present  can  be 
bleak  for  America’s  penitentiary 
prisoners  without  access  to  books 
that  educate  and  broaden  worldviews.  But 
the  volunteers  at  Prisoners’  Literacy 
Project  (P.L.P.)  are  making  a  positive 
impact  on  prisoners’  lives  by  distributing 
books  to  prisoners  across  the  country. 
R.L.P.  helps  prisoners  help  themselves. 
t’.L.P.  is  an  all-volunteer,  non-hierarchical 
(anarchist),  grassroots  project.  The 
Project  has  been  ongoing  for  over  ten 
years,  and  a  group  has  been  meeting  in  the 
^fission  District  for  the  past  six  years. 

The  Project’s  books  are  free  to  any 
and  all  prisoners.  This  is  the  only  way  to 
get  books  into  prisons,  because  individuals 
can’t  send  in  books  themselves.  Only 
books  sent  from  publishers  or  distributors 
ire  allowed  into  the  prisons.  Funding  for 
t’.L.P.  comes  from  grants  and  donations. 


that  provides  a  single  point  of  entry  for 
assessment,  service  integration,  referral, 
case  management  and  crisis  intervention 
for  youths  who  have  been  arrested.  The 
CARC  Mentor  Program  is  designed  to  pre¬ 
vent  at-risk  youth,  age  11-16,  from  further 
involvement  with  the  juvenile  justice  sys¬ 
tem  by  creating  positive  relationships  with 
caring  adults.  GET  INVOLVED  -  IT’S 
FUN!!!  For  more  information  about  the 
program,  please  call  Brooke  Nagle  at 
(415)  567.8078. 


P.L.P.  needs  more  volunteers  to  help 
inswer  prisoners’  requests  for  books,  and 
to  select  and  package  books  for  shipping. 
People  gather  every  Wednesday  evening 
from  7  -  9:30  p.m.  and  work  together  in  a 
Sociable  environment.  Volunteers  need 
hot  make  a  commitment  to  help;  they  can 
come  by  ary  Wednesday  evening  they 
have  available.  P.L.P.  meets  at  a  home 
hear  23rd  and  Shotwell  in  the  Missioa  If 
you’d  like  to  come  by,  please  call 
Penelope  at  826-1584  for  the  address. 

Donate  books  for  prisoners  by  bring¬ 
ing  books  in  good  condition  to  Bound 
Together  Books  at  1369  Haight  Street  near 
Masonic,  but  call  ahead  first  at  431-8355, 
particularly  if  you  need  a  receipt.  The 
tnost  requested  books  by  prisoners  are 
paperback  dictionaries.  There  is  also  great 
Interest  in  Black  studies,  La  Raza,  and 
basic  education  books. 


Cable  competitor’s  nice  start 

RCN,  a  cable,  phone  and  high-speed 
Internet  service-provider  challeng¬ 
ing  AT&T’s  virtual  monopoly  in 
[he  Bay  Area  entered  the  market  in  a  com¬ 
munity  spirit.  On  July  14,  RCN  sponsored 
a  youth  festival  at  the  Mission  Boys’  and 
Girls’  Club,  featuring  mariachis,  carnival 
games  and  food.  The  festival  was  attended 
by  hundreds  of  rambunctious  kids  ,all  of 


whom  seemed  to  be  wearing  balloon  hats, 
and  their  parents.  For  every  person  signing 
up  with  RCN  at  the  event,  the  company 
also  made  a  donation  to  the  Boys’  and 
Girls’  Club.  The  Mission  is  the  first  San 
Francisco  neighborhood  to  be  offered 
RCN’s  package  of  services.  Beginning  in 
August,  RCN  will  include  a  digital  tier 
called  Canales  fi  with  nine  Spanish  lan¬ 
guage  channels. 


•  Jill  Lanza  *  Redken  *  Nioxin  •  Joico  •  Bain  de  Terre  *  Graham  Webb 


;;  Holliday’s  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 


Cuts  ft  Styling  •  Color  *  highlights 
Deep  Conditioning  Treatment 


Quality 
Products  and 
Excellent  Service 
for  Women  <fi  Men 


3166  -llnd  Street  (at  Mission)  811-9410 


Zapatista  Colonel  Emeteno  Pantaleon  was  bom  in  1896. 

Month  of  Photography  IV 


The  Mission  Cultural  Center’s  Month 
of  Photography  IV,  running  August 
3-30,  will  feature  three  intriguing 

documentary  collections. 

The  photo  of  Colonel  Panteon,  above, 
is  one  in  a  series  by  Manuel  Penafiel  of  the 
last  survivors  of  Emiliano  Zapata’s  army. 
The  photographs  were  taken  during  the 
making  of  the  film  The  Last  Zapatistas: 
Forgotten  Heroes.  On  August  30  at  7  pm 
the  film,  which  has  received  an  enthusias¬ 
tic  reception  throughout  Mexico,  will  have 
its  US  premier  at  the  Center. 

Also  part  of  the  show  are  photos  taken 


in  rural  El  Salvador  following  the  earth¬ 
quake  that  devastated  the  country  in 
January.  Eighty  per  cent  of  the  proceeds 

will  go  to  the  Share  Foundation/  El 
Salvador  to  support  relief  efforts  in  the 
rural  areas  of  El  Salvador. 

A  third  documentary  series  by  Jeffery 
Blankfort  on  the  United  Farm  Workers, 
which  he  began  in  1971,  will  also  be  on 
display. 

The  opening  reception  will  be  held  on 
August  10  from  7  to  9  pm  at  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission  Street. 
Admission  is  $3. 


OUAN  YIN  HEALING  ARTS  CENTER 

SINCE  1 986,  OFFERINQ  THE  BEST  IN  COMPREHENSIVE 
•ACUPUNCTURE  TREATMENT  PROGRAMS 

Arthritis 
Women's  Health 
Asthma,  Smoking 
Stroke,  Brain  Injury 
Therapeutic  Massage 
Depression  &  Anxiety 
Management  of  HIV  Infection 
Full  Management  Program  for  Hepatitis  C 
Drop-in  Treatment  for  Addiction  and  Chemical  Dependency 
Private  Insurance.  Medical,  Worhers  Comp,  Personal  Injury 
455  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
4 1 5-861  -4964  qyhac@aol.com 
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and li/ad£in$  l/de^dconre 
private  parties  •  wine,  garden 


Phone  282-6777 


(B^p£0& 
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VALENCIA  ST.  MUSCLE 

USF$  World  Class  Neighborhood  Gym  ” 


*10CAI 

residents 

ONLY 

Expires  9/1/01 


333  VALENCIA  ST.  (near  t4in  stj 

626-S3M  OR  WVW.VAlBttASTRgTMOSaE.COM 


Recycling 
San  Francisco 


It’s  never  too  late  for  spring  cleaning 


by  Maria  T.  Baird,  Public  Outreach 
Manager,  San  Francisco  Solid 
Waste  Management  Program 

ummer’s  already  here  but  a  lot  of  us, 
like  San  Francisco  resident  and 
nursing  student  Gillian  Droeger,  still 
haven’t  quite  Finished  spring  cleaning. 

“I  started  cleaning  and  discovered 
boxes  of  magazines  from  about  1978. 
Nobody’s  read  them,  and  they’re  covered 
with  2  inches  of  dust,”  Droeger  said  with  a 
laugh.  “Okay,  I  can’t  move  around  this 
part  of  the  garage  anymore:  it’s  time  to 
make  a  trip!” 

One  of  the  recycling  trips  she  makes 
is  to  the  Household  Hazardous 
WasteCollection  center  on  Tunnel  Road 
near  3Com  Park.  She’s  been  going  there 
for  years  to  drop  off  used  motor  oil  from 
her  car.  Droeger  derives  a  lot  of  satisfac¬ 
tion  from  doing  her  own  auto  mainte¬ 
nance.  “Oil  changes,  hoses  and  clamps  — 
it’s  so  easy,  it  makes  no  sense  to  pay  some¬ 
one  $70  or  $80  to  do  it,”  she  said. 

But  there’s  now  an  easier  way  for 
Gillian  Droeger  and  other  “do  it  your- 
selfers”  to  get  used  motor  oil,  oil  filters, 
car  batteries,  and  even  household  latex 
paint  removed  from  their  homes.  The  City 
of  San  Francisco’s  Solid  Waste 
Management  Program  now  offers  free 
pickup  of  those  materials  at  the  doorstep. 

There  are  a  few  simple  rules.  Motor 
oil  must  be  poured  into  a  secure  plastic 
container,  and  drained  oil  filters  must  be 
put  into  a  sealed,  leak-proof  plastic  bag. 
There’s  a  limit  of  five  gallons  of  oil,  and 
seven  gallons  of  latex  paint  per  pickup. 
Just  call  for  an  appointment  and  an  opera¬ 
tor  will  give  you  instructions. 

It’s  a  winning  proposition  for  resi¬ 
dents  and  for  the  environment,  because  the 
used  motor  oil  and  latex  paint  gets  recy¬ 
cled  instead  of  going  into  the  trash —  or 
into  our  precious  water.  One  gallon  of 
motor  oil  poured  down  a  drain  can  pollute 
up  to  one  million  gallons  of  water  in  our 
creeks,  the  bay  or  the  ocean,  so  you  can 
see  why  recycling  these  materials  is  so 
important  And  now  it  is  easier  than  ever! ! 

When  you’re  cleaning  out  your 


garage,  you  may  find  leftover  bug  spray, 
maybe  darkroom  chemicals  from  that 
photo  class,  or  some  old  asbestos  tiles. 
What  should  you  do  with  all  that  type  of 
household  waste  —  those  cleaners,  pesti¬ 
cides  and  solvents? 

For  safety  and  environmental  reasons, 
it’s  against  the  law  to  dispose  of  these  haz¬ 
ardous  wastes  in  your  garbage  can  or 
drains.  For  a  fee  of  $35,  the  City  will  pick 
up  such  materials,  by  appointment,  or  you 
can  drop  them  off  for  free  at  the 
Household  Hazardous  Waste  Facility.  Yes, 
the  drive-through  collection  service  is 
absolutely  free  for  San  Francisco  residents 
with  proof  of  residency,  such  as  a  utility 
bill  or  driver’s  license.  And  70  per  cent  of 
those  materials  can  be  recycled. 

You  don’t  even  have  to  leave  your  car. 
Just  make  sure  your  materials  are  in  tight¬ 
ly  lidded  containers  that  are  clearly 
labeled.  Put  the  hazardous  materials  in  a 
sturdy  box,  lined  with  newspaper. 
Asbestos  must  be  wrapped  in  the  equiva¬ 
lent  of  four  heavy  garbage  bags,  and  you 
can’t  bring  more  than  30  pounds  per  bag. 

For  seniors  or  the  disabled,  it  can  be 
difficult  to  make  the  trip  to  a  drop-off  site. 
That’s  why  pickup  of  household  hazardous 
waste  is  free  for  those  residents.  Pickup  is 
by  appointment,  so  plan  ahead. 

Like  Gillian  Droeger,  Nancy  Tucker 
has  made  the  trip  from  her  home  to  the 
hazardous  materials  collection  site.  She 
recently  brought  in  several  gallons  of  paint 
left  over  from  when  she  repainted  her 
home.  Now  she  says  she  may  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  City’s  new  free  pickup  pro¬ 
gram.  And,  like  most  of  us,  she’s  collect¬ 
ed  old  cleaning  chemicals,  batteries  and 
some  fluorescent  lamps  over  the  years,  so 
she’s  going  to  pay  the  $35  fee  to  have 
eveiything  conveniently  picked  up  at  her 
home. 

It’s  never  too  late  for  spring  cleaning! 

To  set  an  appointment  for  any  of  these 
pickup  services,  call  1-800-449-7587.  The 
Household  Hazardous  Waste  Collection 
Facility  is  located  on  Tunnel  Avenue  off 
the  3Com  Park  exit  from  southbound 
Highway  101.  It  is  open  Thursday- 
Saturday,  8  AM  to  4  PM.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  554-3400. 
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ONE  HOUR  PHOTO 


We  are  the  source  of  Camaval  SF  parade  photos 
(over  3000  photos  every  year!) 


FREE  FILM  with  developing  on  Sundays!  tie  print  mm.) 


One  Hour:  . 

color  film  develop  3x5,  4x6,  4x6 
full  frame  with  borders! 

Instant: 

passport  &  immigration  photos  • 
print  to  pnht  service  -  enlarge  &  reduce 


Overnight: 

black  &  white  proof  sheets 

1-3  days: 

enlargements  to  20"x3Q'  . 

2  days: 

slides  &  b/w  develop  &  print 


>9  Mission  Street 
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(415]  648-6698 


Monday  to  Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday  ,  _ 


9:30  -  6:30 

10:00-  6:00 
11:00-5:30 
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Dear  Library  Lady, 

Summer  is  almost  over  and  I  haven’t 
gotten  enough  summer  reading  in  yet. 
Any  suggestions  for  interesting 

Want  to  read  more 


Dear  Read  More: 

At  the  library  we  have  all  kinds  of 
interesting  books  that  we  would  love  to 
share  with  you  or  anyone  else  who  wants 
to  read.  Let  me  tell  you  about  a  few  -  and 
of  course  you’re  more  than  welcome  to 
come  in  and  ask  for  other  recommenda¬ 
tions! 

Vermeer,  the  17th  century  Dutch 
artist,  is  hot  these  days.  There’s  a  new 
biography  called  Vermeer:  a  View  of 
Delft  by  Anthony  Bailey.  It  presents  a 
compelling  portrait  of  Vermeer’s  life  and 
character,  as  well  as  the  world  -  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  our  own  -  that  he  lived  in. 

Another  book  based  on  the  life  of 
Vermeer,  as  seen  through  the  eyes  of  a 
youhg  maid  in  his  household,  is  Girl  with 
a  Pearl  Earring,  by  Tracy  Chevalier.  This 
work  of  historical  fiction  is  so  gripping 
that  Library  Lady  almost  missed  her 
BART  stop! 

Yet  another  Vermeer-themed  book  is 
Girl  in  Hyacinth  Blue,  by  Susan  Vreeland. 
This  one  starts  in  the  present  and  continues 
through  time.  It  concerns  a  painting  that 
may  or  may  not  be  by  Vermeer. 

If  you’re  interested  in  Asian  cultures, 
may  I  recommend  Memoirs  of  a  Geisha. 

by  Arthur  Golden?  The  story  of  the  life  of 
a  Japanese  geisha,  from  early  childhood  to 
old  age,  it  is  a  truly  fascinating  portrait 

Another  really  great  book  is  Love  in 
the  Time  of  Cholera  by  Gabriel  Garcia 
Marquez.  The  old  master  is  at  his  humor¬ 


ous,  touching  best  with  this  tale  of  unre¬ 
quited  love.  If  you  didn’t  read  it  when  it 
first  came  out,  do  yourself  a  favor  and  read 
it  this  summer! 

And  what  would  summer  reading  be 
without  some  good  trash!  Christopher 
Moore  writes  some  of  the  funniest  horror 
stories  around.  Bloodsucking  Fiends:  a 
Love  Storv  concerns  an  unwilling  vampire 
who  has  to  take  the  midnight  managerial 
job  at  the  Marina  Safeway  to  make  ends 
meet.  Practical  Demonkeeping’s  monster 
Catch  just  wants  to  snack  on  a  few  humans 
from  time  to  time  until  he  encounters  the 
eccentric  denizens  of  small  town  Pine 
Grove,  California.  Island  of  the  Seouined 
Love  Nun  pits  pilot  Tucker  Case  and  a 
talking  bat  against  a  couple  of  South 
Pacific  missionaries  gone  astray. 

If  you  enjoy  old  Ed  Wood  movies, 
you  might  also  like  a  couple  of  books  by 
ex-Beiserkeley  rocker  Greg  Kihn.  Horror 
Show’s  Landis  Woodley  is  making  a  film 
called  Cadaver  using  real  bodies.  Landis 
returns  in  Big  Rock  Beat  to  film  a  summer 
of  love  rock  epic.  _ 

Special  Programs  in  August  for 
kids  of  all  ages  at  the  Mission  Library 
include: 

Dan  Chan  the  Balloon  Man  -  Balloon 
sculptures  include  hats,  animals  and  flow¬ 
ers.  Wednesday,  August  1,  at  2:00  p.m. 

Summer  Reading  Party  -  Come  cele¬ 
brate  the  end  of  the  Summer  Reading  Club 
with  refreshments.  Wednesday,  August  8 
at  3:00  p.m. 

See  you  at  the  library! 

The  Library  Lady 

You  can  send  a  question  directly  to  Library 
Lady,  c/o  The  New  Mission  News,  3288 
21ST  Street  #202,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110,  or  feel  free  to  email  her  at 
Librarylady@sfpl.  lib.ca.  us 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 
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Gateway  Evening  Program 

Looking  for  a  change 
and  a  future... 

Discover  a  career  in  Health  Care 


Here's  is  your  chance  to  receive  formal  training,  financial  support.  City  Col¬ 
lege  tuition,  books  and  job  placement  assistance,  at  no  cost  to  you.  JVK  and 
City  College  of  San  Francisco  have  developed  a  part  time  evening  program 
that  will  provide  you  with  the  training  necessary  to  build  a  career  with  ex¬ 
cellent  income,  benefits,  and  advancement  opportunities,  without  giving  up 
your  present  job.  An  orientation  will  be  held  at  City  College's  John  Adams 
Campus  on  August  2.  2001  The  orientation  will  describe  in  detail  all  of  the 
benefits  the  students  will  receive. 

If  you  would  like  to  attend  the  orientation  or  have  any  questions 
please  contact  Tyrell  Jackson  at  (115)  782-6229. 


This  protect  was  funded  by  the  Center  for  the  Health  Professions.  University  of  California  San  Francisco  through  grants 
trom  The  California  Endowment  and  the  California  Healthcare  Foundation  and  trow  the  William  and  Flora  Hewlett  Foun 
dalion.  as  well  as  through  the  Caregiver  Training  Initiative  of  the  San  Fiancisco  Private  Industry  Council 


77  Geaiy  Street,  Suite  401,  San  Francisco,  CA  94108  |  Tel  (415)391-3600 
Fax  (415)  391-3617  |  TDD  (415)  391-2846  |  Email:  hire@jvs.org  |  Website:  www.jvs.org 
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sell 

trade 

10-10  Monday-Saturday 
10-8  Sunday 


900  Valencia  Street  at  20th 
415.282.1901 
dogearedbooks.com 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a  special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you 
get  a  loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/BENEFITS  . 

Purpose  of  Loan 


Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs) ,  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 
$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

*  For  example,  on  a  loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  •  415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  •  415/681-5333 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 
Interest  Rate 


t=i  fg) 

LENDER 


BANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA 


A  Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  in  1937  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @  21st 
550-0816 

OPEN  EVERY  DAY 
9AM  to  2AM 
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Radio  Havana 

Social  Glut] 


Sat.  Aug.  17, 9pm  Poetry 

Alfonstto  Texidct  Reading 


Near  -22nd 


Art  &  Music 


Yuca  & 
Black 
Beans 


Cuban 

Beer 


A.K.A 


Cafe  ,CuhuMX 


8pm  to  round  midnight 
monday  thru  Saturday 


(415)  824-7659 


1109 

VALENCIA  STREET 


policy 

mineral  need  of 
mind  fed  by  sound  and 
leftover  light  can 
one  be  brought  back 
from  such  a  long 
separation  many  of  these 
beings  will  have  to  be 
restricted  as  survival 
is  the  rule  we  all 
finally  play  by  and 
a  neglected  spirit  can 
never  be  fully  reclaimed 
he  is  one  of  us  but 
accomodations  are  limited 
and  the  policy  of 
the  earth  regarding 
die  vulnerable  is 
well  known 


And  I  never  could  be. 

Above  me  is  pressing 
A  big  fat  Brazil 

\ 

Below  me  a  pecan 
Is  not  lying  still. 

A  trill  from  a  filbert 
Seeps  through  on  my  right 
Where  a  walnut  and  a  cashew 
Are  kissing  goodnight. 

I  don’t  like  the  almond 
That’s  sitting  in  front  of  me. 
She  has  designs  on 
The  nut  to  the  left  of  me. 

Way  to  much  oil. 

I’m  gagging  on  salt. 
Whoever’s  behind  me, 

I  think  his  name’s  Walt 


Taqueria  San  Jose 

2839  Mission  St./24th  St.  •  (415)  282-0283 


Rick  London 


Fragment  for  J.R. 

Blood  comes  out 
the  mouth  and  runs 
down  the  hill.  The  sky 


For  truly  I  tell  you 
I’d  rather  be  butter. 

A  peanut  or  seed 
Just  doesn’t  belong  here 
So  bring  on  the  end 
‘Cause  I’ve  nothing  to  fear, 


UN  NUEVO  CONCEPTO  DE  SERVICIO 

Nuestra  Experiencia  desde  1980 


Sandwiches:  $2.75 

Turkey,  Ham  and  Cheese, 
Pastrami 


Fruit  Salads:  $3.25 

Combination  of  Fruits 

Milkshakes: 

Chocolate,  Van 
Strawberry 

Ice  Cream: 

Strawberry,  Cookies  ‘n’ 
Cream,  Vanilla,  Chocolate, 
Qaramel  Pralines,  Chocolate 
Chip,  Mint  Chip 
(Cone):  $75  •  (Cup):  $2.25 

Frozen  Drinks:$1.75 

Coffee,  Mocha,  Cappuccino 

Juices:  $1-99 

’  Appl#  Grapefruit, 

Pineapple, -Celery,  Orange, 
Watermelon,  Melon, 
Cantaloupe 


Free  ice  cream  with  your  order 

a 


En  su  orden  de  Compra  pida 
una  NIEVE  Gratis 


moothies:  $2.50 

anana,  Strawberry, 
range,  Pineapple  or 
ixture  of  your  choice 

astries:  $0.75 

uffin,  Danish 

ot  Drinks:  $1.50 

offee,  Hot  Chocolate 

line:  $3.25 

abernet,  Fetzer, 
qfandel 


Beer:  $2.75 

Genuine  Draft,  , 

Sierra  Nevada,  Red  Tail  Ale, 
Boont  Amberale 

Salads  $1.85 

Ranch,  Thousand,  Caesar, 
Bleu  Cheese 


Seafood  Salads: 

Crab  Meat . w  $5.50 

Shrimp . . . $5.50 

Red  Snapper . . . $5.50 

Abalone . $5.50 

Combination . $6.50 


Except  for  a  nut 
Coming  anymore  near. 


loves  this  blood  - 
in  body  open  to  touch. 

The  blood  goes  away 

quickly,  drains  off  or 
becomes  air.  More  injury 
is  needed.  The  earth  needs 

it,  to  fathom  its  stresses/ 
to  know  the  time  when 
it’s  safe  to  grow 

Rick  London 

A  Perponderance  of  Nuts 

I  look  around  me 
And  all  that  I  see 
Are  nuts  and  nuts 
And  more  nuts  and  me. 

They  think  I’m  a  nut,  too 
But  I’m  not,  you  see. 

I  never  was  one 


Eat  me  up  fast 

And  don’t  let  me  be  last. 

Not  that  this  party  has  not  been  a  blast 

But  I  miss  my  partner 

And  I  miss  my  shell 

And  I’m  just  a  bean 

In  this  nut  crazy  hell. 

James  Daniel 
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BABA  KEN  OKULOLO  AND  THE 

NIGERIAN  BROTHERS 


Round  World 
Music  Review 


Robert  Leaver 


Songs  from  the  Village 


Before  the  arrival  of  electric  instru¬ 
ments  in  West  Africa,  an  acoustic 
version  of  popular  music  devel¬ 
oped  which  was  called  “palm  wine 
music.”  Baba  Ken  Okulolo  and  the 
Nigerian  Brothers  have  recorded  a  superb 
record  of  this  melodic  and  rhythmic  music 
called  Songs  from  the  Village.  Played  on 
acoustic  guitars,  percussion  and  drums,  the 
vocals  are  sweet  as  honey,  layered  in  rich 
harmonies.  Guitars  pluck  out  lovely 
melodies  while  drums,  especially  the  talk¬ 
ing  drum,  drive  these  unhurried  tunes  that 
are  sung  mostly  in  Yoruba  with  a  bit  of 
English. 

It’s  essentially  an  “unplugged”  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  Bay  Area’s  West  African 
Highlife  Band  led  by  Ken  Okulolo.  Well 
recorded  and  mixed,  this  CD  showcases 
these  veteran  musicians  and  their  joyful 
interpretation  of  a  deep-rooted  tradition. 
They  will  be  performing  at  the  Elbo  Room 
on  Friday,  August  31. 

One  of  Cuba’s  most  acclaimed  musi¬ 
cians,  pianist  Gonzalo  Rubalcaba,  is  fea¬ 
tured  on  two  excellent  new  recordings.  He 
co-produced  and  performs  on  bassist 
Charlie  Haden’s  Nocturnes,  along  with 
Ignacio  Berroa  on  drums/percussion  and 
featuring  Joe  Lovano  and  David  Sanchez 


on  saxophone  as  well  as  violinist  Federico 
Britos  Ruiz.  This  unique  venture  presents 
instrumental  versions  of  Cuban  and 
Mexican  boleros  with  exquisite  elegance. 

All  the  musical  elements  combine  in  a 
sadly  sweet  lyricism,  as  is  appropriate  for 
this  slow,  romantic  material.  Rubalcaba’s 
rendering  of  the  Armando  Manzanero 
song  “El  Ciego"  will  make  you  hum  along 

and  gasp  silently.  Smoky  sax  voicing, 
weeping  violin,  cantering  bongos,  and 
cymbals  sloshing  like  softly  falling  rain 
make  Nocturnes  a  sublime  record  that 
shall  remain  timeless. 

Rubalcaba’s  ninth  record  for  the 
prestigious  Blue  Note  jazz  label  is  called 
Supernova  and  shows  this  artist  is  only 
improving  with  age.  This  trio  performance 
includes  Carlos  Henriquez  on  acoustic 
bass  and  Ignacio  Berroa  on  drums,  joined 
on  two  cuts  by  congas  and  timbales. 
Although  he  is  known  for  his  stunning 
technique,  dizzying  speed,  and  improvisa- 
tional  genius,  he  shows  more  lyrical  sub¬ 
tlety  on  this  outing. 

His  version  of  “Manicero”  (Peanut 
Vendor)  starts  out  familiar,  but  he  quickly 
turns  it  inside  out  Often  accused  of  play¬ 
ing  “too  many  notes,”  Rubalcaba  has 


3160  16th  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94 103  •  415.861.2595 


$  FROM  THE  VELL 


matured  to  the  point  where  he  is  content  to 
play  a  bit  less,  using  more  open  space  in 
his  voicing.  A  child  prodigy  who  comes 
from  a  long  line  of  musicians,  he  was  one 
of  the  first  contemporary  Cuban  musicians 
to  take  up  residence  outside  of  Cuba  yet 
maintain  his  Cuban  citizenship. 

With  the  help  of  Charlie  Haden  he 
entered  into  the  hallowed  sanctuaries  of 
the  jazz  world,  and  had  the  courage  to  per¬ 
form  in  New  York  and  Miami  (behind  bul¬ 
let-proof  glass)  in  spite  of  the  death  threats 
from  the  right  wing  Cuban-American 
community.  He  now  resides  in  Coral 
Gables,  Florida 

Elsewhere,  in  the  Southern 
Hemisphere,  the  new  Putumayo  presents 
Colombia  is  a  fun  collection  that  does  jus¬ 
tice  to  the  diverse  range  of  musical  styles 
in  that  much-maligned  country  .  Obvious 
artists  such  as  Salsa  hero  Joe  Arroyo, 
Cumbia  stalwarts  La  Sonora  Dinamita 
and  Afro-Colombian  legend  Toto  La 
Momposina  are  included  along  with  less¬ 
er-known  artists.  Colombia’s  geography 
and  history  give  them  a  unique  culture  that 
ranges  from  the  strong  Afro-Caribbean 
presence  on  the  coast  to  the  indigenous 
legacy  of  the  countryside  and  the 
European  heritage  in  the  cities. 

‘  One  may  be  surprised  to  hear  a  clar¬ 
inet  soar  over  the  brass  instruments  as  the 
unmistakable  rhythm  of  a  Cumbia  scrapes 
forward  And  kudos  have  to  be  given  to 
Arroyo,  Fruko,  and  the  Latin  Brothers  for 
keeping  Salsa  alive  in  the  ‘80s  when  the 
Salsa  from  New  York  became  weak  and 
flaccid.  Overall,  this  collection  swings 


VALENCIA  CYCLERY 


SCHtWAW 

SPECIALIZED 


HOURS: 
Sun  10am-4pm 
Thurs  10am -7pm 
Mon/TUes/Wed/Fri/Sat  10am-6pm 


TREK 

Huge  selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  4  Gtothwj 
Expert  and  Fast  Repairs -All  Makes  anil  Models 

WE  BOX  BIKES  FOR  TRAVEL 


(between  20th  and  21st  Streets) 

1077  Valencia  1065  Valencia 

550-6600  (sales)  550-5601  (repairs) 


from  start  to  finish  and  even  the  hard  core 
Latin  music  fan  should  discover  some¬ 
thing  new  here. 

Likewise,  “Putumayo  presents 
Mexico  ”  is  a  well  sequenced  and 
researched  collection  that  includes  many 
lesser-known  artists.  Most  of  the  groups 
are  smaller  ensembles,  w  hich  play  stringed 
instruments  in  various  regional  styles. 
They  stretch  the  definition  of  Mexico  to 
include  Los  Angeles,  but  that  is  fair 
enough  considering  that  a  little  over  100 
years  ago  California  was  simply  the  north¬ 
ern  part  of  Mexico.  Following  on  the  heels 
of  their  solid  collections  of  music  from 
Puerto  Rico  and  Cuba,  Putumayo  deserves 
credit  for  their  well-done  collections  of 
Latin  music. 

Elbo  Room  Salsa  Calendar  for 
Thursdays  in  August: 

Aug.  2-  Azabache  Salsa  $6 

Aug.  9- Jesus  Diaz  &  QB  A  Cuban  Salsa  $6 

Aug.  16-  Fito  Reinoso  &  Ritmo  y  Armonia 
CD  release  party  -  Cuban  Salsa  $6 

Aug.  23-  Charanzbn  Salsa  &  Chamga  S6 

Aug.  30  -  Mazaeote  Salsa  $6 


Bird  &  Beckett 
Books  &  Records 


New  &  Used  Books 
All  Fields 

Wax  &  Vinyl  -  Lps  &  78s 
Jazz,  Classical,  etc. 


2788  Diamond  Street 

(at  Chenery,  in  Glen  Park,  SF) 
phone:  586-3733 

1  block  from 

Glen  Park  BART,  J-Church, 
&  lines  26,  52,  44,  23 


Custom  Framing 
&  Do-It-Yourself 

lor  PRICES 

YOU  CAN'T  BEAT! 

Many  frames  to  choose  from! 

STILL  THE  BEST 

FMMNG  N  SMI  FMKIStl 


(415)  826-2321 
934  Valencia  @  20th  St. 

Frames@back2picture.com  •  wvAV.back2picture.com 


"(&:vr  Traditional  Mexicali  Food 

/  t  • 

is  fb-gst'  irl  J5a<f  ^rca” 


CALIFORNIA  STATE  FAIR  WINNER  FOR  BEST  SALSA  1998,  1999  AND  2000 


1  7th  &  Valencia 

Open  daily  7  Oam  to  7  Opm 


3071  16th  Street 

Open  daily  Warn  to  12am 


